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HOW DID YOUR 
COUNTY VOTE? 

BY MICHAEL S. LOTTMAN 

AUTAUGA COUNTY -- The only Ne
gro in the race, WUlle LeeWood,presl
dent of the Autauga County voters 
League, got 1,488 votes, but lost to Dale 
Gamberg, who polled4,516,for the cor
oner nomination. 

off, both wlll have to attract votes from 
people who supported white candidates 
Tuesday. 

Lowndes Third Party Attracts 900., 
Nominates Logan to Face Sheriff 

�~� 

�~�t�r�s�.� Wallace polled 4,042 to flow
ers' 1,688 in the governor's race. Char
les Woods was third with 288. 

A clerk in the probate Judge'S oft1ce 
said Autauga's voter turnout was large, 
"but it's been crowded before." 

BARBOUR COUNTY - -Negro candi
dates for sherlf1, school board, tax as
sessor, and the Democratic executive 
committee all lost in TUesday's pri-
mary, 

Mrs. AIUlie Ruth Davis, a candidate 
for the executive committee, was the 
biggest Negro vote-getter, with 1,326. 
But she still lost by 3,253 votes. 

Incomplete returns showed that Mrs. 
Wallace carried her husband's home 
county by a wide margin in the govern
or's race. 

BULLOCK COUNTY -- Two Negro 
candidates wUl be facing present county 
officials in the May 31 Democratic run
off. 

Henry Oscar Wlll1ams, running tor 
sherlf1, and Rutus Huffman, candidate 
for tax assessor, both finished first In 
the Tuesday primary. But Sheriff C. M. 
Blue Jr. and Tax Assessor Thomas L. 
Kilgore, along with a second white can
didate in each race, got enough votes to 
force a run-off. 

CHOCTAW COUNTY -- By the nar
rowest of margins, the Rev. L.I. Spears 
missed winning a county commission
er's nomination without a run-off. 
Spears, a Negro, got 910 votes for the 
District n nomination, but his oppo
nents, C.R. Ezell and Claude M. Rey
nolds, totaled 916, according totinal un
official figures. 

DALLAS COUNTY--More than 24 
hours after the polls closed, 02.11as 
voters sl1l1 were not sure who--It any
one--had won the hot race tor sherllf 
nomination. 

Sheriff Jim Clark had a reported total 
of 7,445 to 7,537 for his opponent Wll
son Baker, Selma's former police chief. 
Baker had been endorsed by Negro pol1-
tical leaders. The six boxes still un
counted were in Negro neighborhoods, 
Similar to areas where Baker ran 10 to 
lover Clark. 

U Baker got that sort of a majority 
from those six boxes, he would be the 
1I0minee without a run-off. Two other 
sherlf1 hopetuls spilt the remaining 968 
votes counted. 

All Negro candidates in the Demo
cratic primary were defeated. 

Samson crum, a postal inspector , was 
nominated by the third party movement 
in Dallas County to run tor sheriff in 
November. 

The Dallas County independent Free 
Voters organization played double-safe 
In nominating candidates. Monday night 
they gave county officials petitions with 
25 signatures supporting nominees for 
all county offices and the House of Rep
resentatives. 

The next day, as Dprnocrats went to 
the polls, the voters organization met in 
Selma and nominated the same people: 
Crum tor sheriff; Horace D.Grlttintor 
tax collector; Mrs. Addle Lily for tax 
assessor; Mrs. NoraN. Day and George 
Sallie tor two places 01\ the school 
board; A.D. Bush (Fork dlstrict),Mrs. 
Agatha Harville (Selma district), Roo
sevelt McElroy (West Dallas district), 
and Mrs. WUma Walker (Southside dis
trict) for board of revenue; and Nathan 
F. Payne for coroner. 

Jimmy L. Stanley and Mrs. Pearl 
Moorer were nominated for two places 
In the House of Representatives, 28th 
District. 

With the vote count almost completed, 
Flowers had 13,430 votes tor governor 
(to 36,476 for Mrs. Wallace). The two 
Negro candidates polled less than Flow
ers. U. S. Justice Department figures 
before the election showed nearly 
25,000 registered Negro voters. 

In Ward 22 (Down the Bay), Leon 
Branch was elected to the MoblleCoun-
ty Democratic Executive Committee in 
a race between two Negroes. He defeat
ed Joe Malone, the incumbent. 

Isom Clemon, a Negro union leader 
the Port City, also won election to the 
committee. He won In Ward 13, which 
has a slight majority of white voters. 

PERRY COUNTY--Four Negro can
didates finished first in races for county 
nomination, but they all must face 
strong opponents In the May 31 run
at!. 

The successful Negro candidates 
were Patt J. Davis (sheriff), the Rev. 
Obie Scott Jr. (tax collector), and wil
lie Lester Martin and Ison Atkins (coun
ty commissioners), Atkins had the big
gest lead--506 out of 5,645 votes cast. 

Scott Is the brother-In-law of the Rev. 
Martin Luther King Jr. 

In two-candidate races for the school 
board, the Rev. Llona Langford and An
drew Hayden, both Negroes, lost to 
white opponents. This was a bad sign 
for the Negro candidates in the run-off, 
since aU May 31 races will be two-man 
affairs. 

The probate jUdge's office said Ne
gro candldatp.s Raphael Nelson and Mrs. 
Lusa Foster were beaten In elections 
for the Democratic executive commit
tee. The vote-counting was not com
pleted at the time, however. 

Voting officials said there was "de
flnltely a record Negro vote" in the 
county. The white turnout was "slower 
than usual," they said. 

SUMTER COUNTY -- Negro candl-
dates for tax assessor, tax collector, 
and the school board all lost, despite the 
county's Negro voting majority. 

WILCOX COUNTY -- Sheriff p. C. 
(Lummie) Jenkins upset Walter Cal
houn, a Negro, In the race for the sher
iff's nomination. Official tolals showed 
3,460 for Jenkins and 2,738 for calhoun, 
although the county has a Negro voting 
majority. 

Negro candidates also lost races for 
the county commission and for tax as-
sessor. 

However, Flowers, who had the en
dorsement of slate Negro political 
groups, was first in the governor's 
race, with 2,872 to Mrs. Wallace's 
2,554. 

State Senator Roland Cooper, who an
nounced the results, said, "Negroes 
wanted 10 vote for Flowers, and they 
did." But, he said, they also "wanted to 
vote their own thinking" In the other 
races. 

Cooper said Jenkins got "a lot of In
telligent Negro voters--no, votes, I 
say." He said, "I got some Negro 
votes" In his own race for the state 
Senate. 

SAFEI 
HALE COUNTY --Henry McCasklll,' 

a Negro, led the race for the Democra
tic sherlf1 nomination with 2,651 votes. 
But hI! !aces'a �t�i�l�i�i�~�(�i�t�f�'�w�l�l�l�l� �C�~ �' �B�: �'� (Beh') " 
Kizziah, and he needs to pick up. 900 
more votes to get the nomination. 

No guess-work here. Only 

experienced personnel han-

die your good money ... We're 

Flowers led Mrs. Wallace in the gov
ernor's primary, 2,808 to 2,518, with 
almost all votes counted. 

at your service! 

BY LARRY FREUDlGEH 

HAYNEVILLE--Nearly one half of 
the registered Negrovoters In Lowndes 
County showed up Tuesday to nominate 
Independent candidates for county offi
ces. 

The Lowndes County Freedom Orga
nization said II got 900 of the county's 
2,000 registered Negroes to stay away 
from the Democratic primary and vote 
at a mass meeting for freedom organi
zation candidates. 

"We're making history, that's right," 
said one old woman. 

Newsmen were there from the three 
major teleVision networks and National 
Educational Television. Life and News
week magazines were there, and sever
al newspaper reporters from around the 
country. 

The meeting was originally sche<lUled 
tor the square In front of the Courthouse 
in Haynevllle, but was switched late 
Monday to the First Baptist Church. 

Freedom organization president John 
Hulett and SNCC worker Stokely Car
michael told Sheriff Frank Ryles last 
week that the mass meeting would be 
held at the courthouse,ln order tocom
ply with Alabama law. 

The law states thaUor an Independent 
party to get its candidates on the ballot, 
nominations must be held "In or around 
a public polling place on the day of the 
primary." 

The courthouse Is the only public 
polling place in the county. All others 

A VOTE IN T:iE SHERIFF'S RACE 

MALDEN BROTHERS 
BARBER SHOP 

407 South Jackson 

262·9249 
Nelson and Spurgeon Malden 

MOBILE COUNTY--Two Negro can
didates won spots in the run-off elec
tion, but there were fewer Negroes vot
Ing than most people expected. 

Dr. W. L. Russell tlrilshed second In 
the school board race, and C. H. Mont
gomery was the runner-up tor the 
county's tenth seat In the 'Alabama 
House of Representatives. In the run-
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are in white businesses or homes. 
The group was told by Ryals that they 

could not hold the mass meeting there, 
because the sher1f!'s department could 
not provide protection. Hulett Informed 
the sherllf that the freedom organiza
tion could provide Its own protection, 
and would be there with guns 11 neces
sary. 

The freedom organization then sent 
a letter to the U. S. Justice Department, 
asking for federal protection and prom
Ising to bring guns if no other protection 
could be obtained. 

Within two days, the Justice Depart
ment received a decision from the state 
attorney general's office and the county 
probate judge to the effect that the meet
ing would be recognized if held in a 
church In Hayneville. 

The meeting outside the church was 
organized and conducted with every op
portunity for the inexperienced voter. 

In order to assure that everyone knew 
which person he was voting for, sepa
rate ballots were printed for each ot
fice, and the candidates stood within 
sight ot each voting table. 

As the voters filed past, they were 
aSSisted by freedom organization vol
unteers, and poll-watchers were ap
pointed by each candidate to make sure 
that no one was told whom to vote for. 

People who were 1Illierate or too old 
to stand In line sat Inside the church and 
were helped by freedom organization 
members. 

SIDNEY LOGAN JR. 

A NEW MEMBER, AT LEFT, REGISTERS WITH PANTHER PARTY 

Toward the end of the meetlng, SNCC 
worker W1llie Ricks spoke to those who 
had voted and were awaiting the results. 

"When people talk ab()ut Selma, they 
tell yOU there's some bad white folks 
down there. When they talk about Wll
cox County or Greene County, they tell 
you there's some bad white folks down 
there. 

"But when you mention Lowndes 
County, they say, 'There's some b"d 
nlggers down there.' 

"We gonna show Alabama just how 
bad we are!" 

One man, a 67-year-old veteran of 
World War I, said later that the people 
of Lowndes County were prepared to de
fend themselves. 

"I' remember when that minister got 
shot here," he said. "He had his arms 
folded and just got shot down." 

The man pulled three shot-guns 
shells from the pocket of his overalls. 

"We gonna protect our friends this 
time." 

Throughout the afternoon, SNCC 
workers patrolled the area with walkle
taikies and car radios, but the day 
passed willi no trouble. 

About a third of the voters stayed for 

the announcement of the winning candi
dates at 7:30 p.m. before the meeting 
was adjourned. The winning sheriff can
didate was Sidney Logan Jr., who won 
over Jesse Favor by a vote of 492 to 
381. 

Logan is a 42-year-old World War n 
veteran who has worked with the move
ment since 1955, when he helped pro
vide transportation during the Mont
gomery bus boycott. 

He says he has wanted to be sheriff 
"ever since the deputy stood in the door 
and said, 'Go home,'" during last 
year's voter-registration drive. 

When asked if he thought he woUld win 
in November, he replied, "I don't go out 
to lose." 

Other winning candidates were Frank 
Miles Jr" winning the tax collector 
nomination; and Mrs. Alice Moore for 
tax assessor and Emery Ross tor coro
ner, both unopposed. 

Winning school board candidates 
were Robert Logan for Place 3, John 
Hinson for Place 4, and Mrs. Lillian 
Strickland for Place 5. 

Similar but smaller mass meetings 
were held in Dallas, Greene, and Wil
cox counties. 
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