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Macon Parents
Protest Schools

BY MARY ELLEN GALE

SHORTER=--‘“There’s somany things
being left off that we should get,” said
Leon Lumpkin, “Our children is just
as important to us as anyone else, As
parents, we have to demand what we
mt."

The 50 parents gathered in the First
Baptist Church here last Sunday nodded
their heads. Some of them spoke up and
sald, ‘“That’s right,’”” And at the end of
the meeting, more than half of them
signed a letter to the Macon County
Board of Education,

The letter asks theboardfor smaller
classes, more courses, and physical
improvements at Prairie and Shorter
elementary schools and at Deborah
Cannon Wolfe High School in Shorter,

Lumpkin said it wasn’t the firsttime
the parents have gone to the school
board with their requests, ‘“We asked
for all these things last summer,” he
said, “We never got any reply,’”

But county schools superintendent
Joe C, Wilson said this week that ‘the
board talked to him, I did, too,”” Wil-
son said he told the parents, ‘“It’s their
problem, not ours,’’

‘] don't like to say this about any
community,’”” Wilson went on, ‘but
those people down there want someone
to do something for them, and they don’t
want to do anything for themselves, All
these things they’re asking for are
things they themselves and the principal
would have to do,’’

“We got classrooms with 50 children
and one teacher,’’ Robert Knight told the
parents’ meeting, ‘‘I won’t say those
classes are taught, I’ll say they’re held,
That’s all, We got to tell the superin-
tendent we won’t have it, They don’t
have it at those high schools in Tuske-
gee."

But Wilson said that class size is a
‘‘problem of scheduling’’ left up toeach
principal, ¢‘Each school has at least
one teacher for every 29 children,” he
said, ‘‘That’s what the law provides,
It’s up to the principals to use them,””

““The principal at Prairie Farms
(Reuben A, Bascomb) chose not toteach
« « « « The principal atD,C, Wolfe (Mack
H, Lee) has two extra teachers, but he
holds to the minimum curriculum,”
Wilson explained, He said he had en-
couraged Wolfe’s principal to add
courses and reduce class sizes,but ‘‘he
likes the status quo,’”

The parents complained that D, C,
Wolfe offers sub-standard science
courses, and no foreign languages, “My
son was an A student in science at
Wolfe,” Lumpkin said, ‘‘But when he
entered the science fair, he was below
the 50th percentile, ,, ,All these new
phases were Greek to him,”

Wilson said D,C, Wolfe would have
foreign language courses like the ones
at the high schools in Tuskegee, if
Wolfe’s teachers were willing to teach
them and the principal was willing to as-
sign the teachers, ‘‘They have a science
lab just as modern as it can be,” the
superintendent added,

The parents also asked for regular

Constables
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)
eral new constables to enforce thelaw?
Judge Hornsby said, ‘K they actas they
should, it will be all right, , , , If they
run all over trying to get business, I
don’t think it would be in thebest inter-

est of the county,”

The judge said he didn’t expect that
to happen, “‘They’ll get tired of it,’” he
sald about the constables, “They’11find
out it’1l take a lot of time and they still
won’t get a living out of it,”

But some of Amerson’s supporters
weren’t willing to wait for that, ‘This
is just racism,’” said a man who cam-
paigned actively for the sheriff, “If it
isn’t illegal, it shouldbe,,,, We’re go-
ing to find some way to stop it,”

To All
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Is your copy of The Southern Cour=
fer arriving on time every week?

Are you getting extra copies that
you don’t want?

Is your address printed correctly?

and tell us if anythingis not in order,
We are trying to audit our subscrip-
tions, and your cooperation will help,

LEON LUMPKIN

music and art classes, better libraries,
an expanded sports program, remedial
reading, more counseling, and voca-
tional classes, ‘‘so every child will have
something his hands is trained to do,”

Wilson said that a small rural school
system can’t pay for all these things,
“The parents should help instead of
standing back and finding fault,’’ he re-
peated,

But he did promise that Wolfe High
is next in line for physical improve-
ments, ‘“We’re building a $300,000 ad-
dition at South Macon High (formerly
Macon County Training School) right
now,” the superintendent said, ‘‘The
need was greater, It’s got 900 children,
Wolfe has only 300, We have plans to
add 16 classrooms and a cafeteria to
Wolfe and eliminate Prairie Farmsal-
together, as soon as we get the money,”

‘I Was Gassed’

SHORTER=--Around mid-morning
on Jan, 6, a valve blew on the gas
tank at Prairie Farms Elementary
School, It made a loud noise that
sent the children and their teachers
rushing out to see what was goingon,
Later that day, someone found
Mrs, Consuello J, Harper, a teacher,
asleep at her desk, When shedidn’t
wake up properly, she was taken
home,

This week Mrs, Harper was back
at her home in Tysonville after two
weeks in St, Jude Hospital in Mont-
gomery, “I was gassed,”” Mrs,
Harper said, “‘The doctor saidIhad
all the symptoms of monoxide poi-
soning,”’

She said she didn’t think the gas
tank was safe, ‘I had reported and
reported it,”” she added, ‘I men-
tioned this to the principal several
times, that I could smell gas from
the tank right outside my window,”’
““That isnot true,” replied Reuben
A, Bascomb, principal of the Prairie
Farms schqol, ¢‘‘She never com-
plained before,”’

Bascomb said he did remember
getting a note from Mrs, Harper
shortly before she was found uncon-
scious at her desk, ¢‘She did send
to me,” he said, ‘‘but I was busy, I
had to meet with the superinten-
dent,”

Game of the Week

Wild Finish in Mobile

BY JOHN C, DIAMANTE

MOBILE--Hanging on through a game
that was as confusing as it was tense,
Central High’s basketball team pulled
out of a long deadlock to beat Mobile
County Training School, 78 to 75, last
Monday night,

In the first few minutes of the game,
with Theodore Spradley and Jerem)
Dubose dominating the backboards, it
looked as though the larger County team
was headed for victory,

But by the end of the first quarter,
Andre Brown and Donald Belle had in-
spired their Central teammates toclose
the gap to 18 to 17,

Central’s Joe Fuertadoand Paul Dir-
kins then joined Brown and Belle in
breaking through County’s defense, But
Spradley continued to score from the
key for County,

By halftime, with the score tiedat 33
to 33, hysteria was beginning tobuild in
the Training School gym, Andit mount-
ed during the third quarter, whichended
with County ahead, 54 to 52,

County and Central fought it out point
for point in the last quarter, Dubose

New Wage Law

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO)
mester, will cover someof the wage in-
crease, The rest, said the spokesman,
would have to be covered by cutting the
cafeteria and cleaning staff,

But a lady who works inanelementa-
ry school cafeteria said more hasbeen
cut than the staff, Inaddition,shesaid,
the fringe benefits of the job are being
taken away, The cafeteria workers
used to get a free meal, but now they
will have to pay 30¢ for lunch, They
used to get paid vacations, but those
will stop, too,

Price increases and staff cuts were
reported by laundries anddry cleaners,
which will be cavered by the minimum
wage for the first time,

put on a magnificent display of jump-
shooting for the County fans, Butevery
time he or Spradley gave County a lead,
the game was tied upagainby Central’s
Donald Belle or Frank Belle,

In the last 15 seconds of the game,
both sides were trading fouls faster than
they were scoring baskets, ButDubose
of County fouled once too often, What
happened after that is anybody’s guess,

A foul shot put Central ahead by one
point, Then Central apparently called
time out, but the County team protested
that they weren’t told about it, Which
didn’t make too much sense, because
Central seemed to be playing the ball
after all,

As most of the players stood around
bewildered, two members of eachteam
continued toplay ball, Somehow Central
got another basket, and in the midst of
angry shouts and boos, the finalbuzzer
sounded with Central ahead by three,
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HELP-HELP-HELP
REY. ROOSEVELT FRANKLIN
of Macon, Ga,

DIVINE
SPIRITUAL HEALER
Jesus {s truly giving victory tomany,
many people’s problems, SUCCESS
CAN BE YOURS, See or wx_'lte me
today, I have a special message for
every troubled soul, Last week
many, many people were helped by
my special selected Bible reading,
to be read on Special Days, If you
want to be delivered quickly, Send
$1,00 and stamped, self-addressed

envelope to:
REV, ROOSEVELT FRANKLIN
630 MORROW ST,

Macon, Ga,, Phone SH, 5-6475
You will get these
SPECIAL SELECTED BIBLE
VERSES BY RETURN MAIL

In Montgomery, Ala,

You Can Depend on WRMA

WRMA News airs racial, civic, and social

information.

Do you have adequate street lights? Proper
police protection? For a public complaint or
a note of praise--call Norman Lumpkin, WRMA

News, at 264-6440,

WRMA--950 on Your Dial

PATRONIZE COURIER ADVERTISERS

eager
toplease

P,0O, Box 728

our service is excellent

You are invited to use the many customer
services provided by our bank. Many
are free. Let us provide sound advice
and the credit best suited to your needs.

MAKE OUR BANK YOUR
FINANCIAL HEADQUARTERS!

ALABAMA FXCHANGE BANK

Member
Federal Reserve System and

Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

We Are an Equal Opportunity Employer

Tuskegee, Alabama

Madam Choctaw

INDIAN HEALER

READER & ADVISOR
Are you sick? Doyouhave badluck?
Bring your problems to MADAM
CHOCTAW today and be rid of them
tomorrow,

4 MILES FROM
BOYLSTON ON LOWER
WETUMPKA ROAD

LOOK FOR INDIAN HEAD SIGN
IN FRONT OF HER HOME

1400 on Your Dial
Monday through Friday

MOVIN? HOME SHOW
3:30-6 PM Sam Double O Moore

BIG D WAKE UP SHOW
6-9 AM Sam Double O Moore

GOSPEL SHIP
9-11 AM Trumon Puckett

NOON SPECIAL
11-1 PM Rick Upshaw

AFTERNOON SESSION
1-3:30 PM Willie McKinstry

Saturday

WEEKEND SPECIAL

6-12 Noon Sam Double O Moore

SATURDAY SESSION
12-6 PM Johnny Jive

SATURDAY EXPRESS

6-12 Midnight Willie McKinstry

Mental Hospitals

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE FOUR)

Harris also claimed that some of the
social workers at Bryce are actually
administrators who serve both hospi-
tals,

Big as the problems areat Bryceand
Searcy, they’re likely to get bigger,
Early this month, the U, S, Public Health
Service announced plans to cut off fed-
eral aid to the Alabama Department of
Mental Health, The department stands
to lose nearly $800,000, about one-tenth
of its yearly income,

The fraction isn’t very large because
the mental hospitals have been getting
federal money only for building funds,
training programs, and surplus food,

‘“We have not been eligible (for sev-
eral kinds of federalaid)for a long, long
time,”” said the state’s director of men-
tal health, Dr, J, §, Tarwater, ‘“You
have to be integrated to be eligible,’”

Yet Mrs, Price, the lady whoworked
at Bryce, thinks the loss of federal funds
would do some good, She predicted that
all patients--not just the Negroes--
would feel the pinch of a smaller budget,

‘‘Let the white people know what it’s
like to do without some things,” said
Mrs, Price, ‘and it will give them un-
derstanding, and the hospital will final-
ly speak up to Wallace,”?

Alabama Christian

Movement for Human Rights

The weekly meeting will be at 7
p.m, Monday, Jan, 30, in the Mace-
donia 17th St, Baptist Church, 1405
13th Ave,, the Rev, A, B, Blackmon

pastor, The speaker willbe the Rev,
G,E, Pruitt of the Rising Star Bap-
tist Church, Cottageville,

9:00 a,m,--Registration, Noreg-
istration fee,

10:00 a,m,--Workshops on school,
hospital, and nursing-home deseg-
regation; employment; voter regis-
tration and voter education,

Mrs. Isaac
Dickson

of the FirstC ME Church
in Montgomery says: *‘I
wasable topurchase mu=-
sic for thechoir with the
money I made from my

Southern Courier

Subscription Drive

CHURCH GROUPS! CLUBS!

like to buy?

Montgomery, Ala,

ORGANIZATIONS!
money, to0? Are you having a fund drive, or is there something you would

Have a subscription drive for The Southern Courier, and join the many other
groups who are raising money this way,
and members, and share in the profits,

Call us at 262-3572 in Montgomery, or write us at 622 Frank Leu Building,'
36104, for full details,

Alabama Council on Human Relations

Annual Meeting

FEBRUARY 3-4, 1967

DINKLER-TUTWILER HOTEL
BIRMINGHAM, ALA.

FEBRUARY 3--7:00 p,m,

Speech--Dr, Herman Long, Pres=
ident, Talladega College.

FEBRUARY 4

12 noon -- Luncheon, (Tickets
available at registration desk or at
the luncheon,)

12:45 p,m,--Speech by Mr, Frank
Smith, former Mississippi con-
gressman and now Executive Direc-
tor of Tennessee Valley Authority,

Public is invited

and welcome- to attend

Would you like to make

Sell subscriptions to your friends

Don’t wait--DO IT TODAY!

Fall and Winter

Program Schedule

EVENING SPECIAL

All-Nite Show--Midnight to 6 AM
Johnny Jackson - Lewis White - Rick Upshaw
News at Twenty-five and Fifty-five Past the Hour

6-8 PM Willie McKinstry

GOSPEL SHIP
8-10 PM Trumon Puckett

LATE DATE
10-12 Midnight Johnny Jive

Sunday

FAVORITE CHURCHES
6-12 Noon

TOP 14 REVIEW

12-4 PM Rick Upshaw
SONGS OF THE CHURCH
4-6 PM Trumon Puckett
FAVORITE CHURCHES
6-12 Midnight

BIG D RADIO






