














PAGE SIX

THE SOUTHERN COURIER

APRIL 15-16, 1967

SPRING PRACTICE IN TUSCALOOSA

Negroes

to Play

For U. of Ala.?

BY ROBIN REISIG

TUSCALOOSA -- As veteran mem-
bers of the University of Alabama foot-
ball team turned outfor springpractice
last month, they found that something
new had been added--the first Negro
candidates for the Crimson Tide,

No Negroes have ever played varsity
football for any Southeastern Confer-
ence team, But five Negro athletes-=
guard Dock Rone of Montgomery, half-
back Jerome Tucker of Birmingham,
halfback Arthur Denning of Mobile,
halfback Andrew Pernell of Bessemer,
and fullback Melvin Leverett of Pri-
chard, were among the 151 playersre-
porting for spring practiceat Alabama,

Rone, a freshman, said he had asked
Tide Coach Bear Bryant last fall if it
was ‘“OK {if I came out for the team,”
The coach said it was, but Rone said
he decided to wait, because ‘‘football
would take time from my studies,” It
was my first time mapredicament'llke
this--an all-white school--and I didn’t
want to mess up,’”’ he explained,

Last January, said Rone, he went back
to Bryant, and the coach¢‘told me again
it would be perfectly all right, He told
me, ‘We take football pretty seriously
around here,’ and he’d expect me togive
it all I got,

‘“He told me I’d be treated just like
everybody else, and I'd be expected to
act just like everybody else, Andthat’s
been true,’”’

At Carver High School in Montgom-
ery, Rone was president of the student
council, an honor society member for
four years, captain of the football team,
and all-state tackle, He said heturned
down a scholarship to Mississippi Val-
ley State, and came to Alabama with the
intention of playing football,

Rone said he was ““very well accepted
by the older players, They lendassis-
tance whenever it’s needed, They seem
to have taken a liking to me, whichis all
the more encouraging to me,”’

Natchez Trial
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)
calfe said the hung jury was ‘‘no more
than I had expected, Anytime there is
Klansmen on the jury, then you know

what’s going to happen,’’

Last Monday night, Negroes staged
marches in downtown Natchez toprotest
the outcome,

Jones will be tried again in July,

WIJLD

And Pernell added, ‘‘Some of the
white boys in my dorm congratulated
me for going out, wished me luck, said
they hoped I made the team,’’

Coming out for spring practiceis just
a first step toward playing for the Tide,
Many candidates dropoutalong the way,
and beginners don’t go straight to the
varsity,

“I'm pretty sure I'll be on thefresh-
man team next year,” Rone said, Since
he is in a five-year engineering pro-
gram, that could still give him three
years, the maximum allowed, on the
varsity team,

Alabama’s team has alwaysbeenall-
white, but *‘since the University was in-
tegrated, we’d have taken any student
who qualifies,” Coach Bryant said,
¢“We don’t care what color they are,or
what color eyes they have--just how
they play,’”?

In the past, many Negroathletes have
left the South to play major-college
football, Would Bryant now consider
recruiting football players from Negro
high schools?

‘‘If they were qualified, had outstand=-
ing academic andathletic records, sure
we’d be interested,” he said,

‘Now, Three or Four Peopl> Run the Town’

Commission or Council for Troy?

BY MARY ELLEN GALE

TROY--‘“Negroes are a certainper-
centage of the population,” said Dan
Johnson, ‘‘We feel like they should be
represented just like everybody else,’”

Johnson, a white man, is chairman of
the Committee for Progress, a bi-ra-
cial group which has petitioned to
change Troy’s governing body from a
three-man city commission to a six-
member council,

The committee has collected 600 sig-
natures--enough to put the question to
the voters in a city-wide election April
25, :

Committee spokesmen--and some of
Troy’s Negro leaders--said that re-
placing the commission with a council
would give Negroes an opportunity to
serve on the governing body,

“It we switch over,” said Mrs, John-
nie M, Warren, president of theall-Ne-
gro Plke County Voters League, “we
might have a chance of working some
Negroes on, I don’t see where we have
a possible chance now,”?

But supporters of the city commis-
sion said the Committee for Progress
was raising the race issue just to win
the Negro vote, (About 40% of Troy’s
13,000 people are Negroes,)

“They won’t have any more chance
to elect a Negro than they donow,’’ said
Sam Murphree, a city commissioner for
19 years, *‘‘The council will be chosen
the way we are--at-large,’”

Johnson admitted that the council--a
mayor and five councilmen--would be
elected city-wide, But, he said, each
of the five councilmen would have to
come from a different ward,

Another white man who favors the
change charged that the people who want
to keep the city commission ‘are all
afraid a Negro’s going to be elected,
What the hell is wrong with it? Those
people live here too, They pay taxes,
They buy licenses, Why shouldn’t they
have some representation?’’

“Pm not going to say anything about
that,”” Murphree replied, ‘“We are
sympathetic to the Negro cause, We've
had no trouble in Troy,”

Besides changing the city’s system
of government, the Committee for Pro-
gress wants school board members to
be elected (they are now appointed by
the city commission), The committee
also outlined plans to attract industry,
improve recreational facilities,and en-
courage people to take an activepartin
local government,

In Montgomery, Ala,

You Can Depend on WRMA

WRMA News airs racial, civic, and social

information.

Do you have adequate street lights? Proper
police protection? For a public complaint or
a note of praise--call Norman Lumpkin, WRMA

News, at 264-6440,

WRMA--950 on Your Dial
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Program Schedule

1400 on Your Dial
Monday through Friday

BIG D WAKE-UP SHOW
6-9 AM Sam Double
OLE GOSPEL SHIP

9-11 AM Willie McKinstry

NOON SPECIAL

11 AM-1 PM Sam Double ‘00’ Moore

AFTERNOON SESSION
1-3:30 PM Rick Upshaw

Saturday

ALL-NIGHT SHOW
Midnight-6 AM Lewis White
WEEKEND SPECIAL

6 AM-Noon Rick Upshaw
SATURDAY SESSION

’

ALL-NIGHT SHOW
Midnight-6 AM ‘‘Little Walter’”” Anglin

MOVIN’ HOME SHOW

“0O0"” Moore

3:30-6 PM Sam Double ‘OO’ Moore

EVENING SPECIAL

6-8 PM Rick Upshaw

OLE GOSPEL SHIP

LATE DATE

8-10 PM Willie McKinstry

10 PM-Midnight Johnny ‘‘Jive’’ McClure

Sunday

ALL-NIGHT SHOW

Midnight-10 AM Johnny Jackson
FAVORITE CHURCHES

10 AM-4 PM ‘‘Little Walter” Anglin

SONGS OF THE CHURCH

Noon-6 PM Johnny ‘“‘Jive’” McClure

SATURDAY EXPRESS

4-6 PM Willie McKinstry

JOHNNY JACKSON

6 PM-Midnight ‘Little Walter’’ Anglin

6 PM-Midnight

News at Twenty-Five and Fifty-Five Past the Hour

BIG D RADIO

Birmingham

MRS, JOHNNIE M, WARREN

But Murphree called these plans
‘“‘just promises,’” ‘‘We can’t promise
the way they can,” he said, ‘‘because
we know we can’t do all these things at
once,”

John E, Nolen, principal of the all-
Negreo Academy St, High School, agreed
with Murphree that the commissioners
are doing the best they can, ‘‘The peo-
ple in now are broad and liberal-mind-
ed,” Nolen said,

¢“The Wallace people haven’t been
able to get control here,’’ headded, The
council, he said, would provide ‘‘a way
for them to get in, and set us back 25-
30 years,””

Alabama Christian

Movement for Human Rights

The weekly meeting will be at
7 p.m, Monday, April 17, at the St,
James Baptist Church, 1100 Sixth
Ave, N,, the Rev, C, W, Sewell, pas-
tor,
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eorganizations working for a better e
$tomorrow on the principle of humang
:brotherhood is the Alabama Council ®
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Nolen was referring to a Committee
for Progress statement that if the city
votes to replace the commission witha
council, Governor Lurleen B, Wallace
will appoint councilmen within 30 days,

But the state attorney general’s of-
fice said last week that cities may in-
stall a new form of government only at
the time of a state-wide municipal elec-
tion, The next one is in August, 1968,

Under the law, Troy would have to
elect 12 councilmen--the number it had
before switching to a three-man com-
mission 20 years ago, The Committee
for Progress saysthe number shouldbe

WILD Radio

1. INEVER LOVED A MAN--
Aretha Franklin (Atlantic)

2, SWEET SOUL MUSIC--
Arthur Conley (ATCO)

3, EIGHT MEN FOUR WOMEN--
0, V, Wright (Backbeat)

4, MERCY MERCY--
Cannonball Adderly (Capitol)

5, WHAT YOU’RE DOIN’ TO ME--
Rosco Robinson (Wand)

6, HIP HUG HER=-
Booker T, & MG’s (Stax)

7. I FOUND A LOVE--
Wilson Pickett (Atlantic)

reduced to six,

Mrs, Warren saidthateither way, the
council would be better than the com-
mission, ‘‘Rightnow,three or four peo-
ple run the town,”” she said, ‘When you
ask for something, they feed you a
mouthful of sugar--but they don’t do
anything, They wouldn’t even cooperate
with the poverty program,’’

“This fellow called me--he’s white,
but he’s like me, he don’t have any-
thing,”” Mrs, Warren continued, ‘‘He
said it’s time for the poor whites and
the Negroes to get together and bring
about a change,””

Top 14 His

THE LOVE I SAW IN YOU.-
Miracles (Tamla)
BERNADETTE--

Four Tops (Motown)

PUCKER UP BUTTERCUP --
Jr, Walker (Soul)

DARK END OF THE STREET=--
James Carr (Goldwax)

WHEN SOMETHING IS WRONG
--Sam & Dave (Stax)

ONE HURT DESERVESANOTH=-
ER--Raelettes (Tang,)

THE HAPPENING--

The Supremes (Motown)

SEND §$1.00 FOR EACH 45 RPM--NO C,0.D,

Music Center One Stop
P,0O,Box 1041
Birmingham, Alabama

GUARANTEED DELIVERY

Ministerial Alliance,
our Pastor’s Study,

WAPX
1600 k.c. in

Radio Statim WAPX

HAS INSTITUTED The Pastor’s Study

BROADCAST DAILY
MONDAY THRU FRIDAY, 9:00 to 9:15 AM

THE PASTOR'S STUDY {s a daily devotional prepared under
the auspices of and in conjunction with the Montgomery
Listen to your favorite minister in

Also, for your continuing listening, our GOSPEL PROGRAMS,
4:00 to 6:00 AM and 9:15 to 11:00 AM, and with Gretchen
Jenkins from 11:00 AM to 12 Noon, Monday thru Friday.

Radio

Montgomery
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