




















PAGE EIGHT

THE SOUTHERN COURIER

SEPTEMBER 23-24, 1967

Charges, Denials Fly in Montgomery Case

White Tried for Stabbing Negro

BY MICHAEL S, LOTTMAN

MONTGOMERY, Ala, -- The bored
and tired people in Municipal Courtthe
night of Sept, 14 had come topay or fight
their traffic tickets, and then go home,
Instead, they wound up watching a long,
loud, and dramatic trial with civil rights
overtones,

Eddle Ameen, a senior at Huntingdon
College, was charged with assault and
battery for the Aug, 7 stabbing of Wil-
liam L, Davis, a 19-year-old Negro
youth, The case against Ameen--who
is white--had been continued twice,be-
fore being tried in Judge Bishop Bar-
ron’s night court,

Negro civil rights lawyer SolomonS,
Seay was appointed special prosecutor,
to represent the city of Montgomery in
the controversial case, It wasthefirst
time anyone could remember a Negro
lawyer prosecuting a white man for a
crime against a Negro,

The city’s case was based onthetes-
timony of the victim and his mother,
Davis said he was walking to a service
station for a pack of cigarettesearly in
the morning, when ‘“‘all of a sudden,
(someone) hollered, ‘Hey, nigger,
where you going?*

He said he turned back toward his

On Welfare, Killing

Protest In
Clarksdale

BY MERTIS RUBIN

CLARKSDALE, Miss,--Demonstra-
tions were staged at welfare offices
throughout the statelastFriday,topro-
test the treatment of Negro aid recipi-
ents and applicants,

The demonstrators also protested
that there are only two Negroes em-
ployed in the state welfare department,

In Clarksdale, about 150 Negroes
marched quietly down the streets, four
gbreast, ‘“It’s thefirsttime we'vebeen
able to march down the streets of
Clarksdale without being arrested,’”
said Aaron Henry, state NAACR presi-
dent,

As the marchers proceeded down
their route, onlookers--both white and
Negro--waved and cheered, Everyone
appeared to be friendly and polite, in-
cluding the police officers,

When asked about the policemen’s
behavior, Henry said, *“They were un=-
der orders not to doanything, It was an
understanding with the chief of police
and the Negropeople, that thiswouldbe
a quiet and orderly march,’?

A list of seven names and addresses
was presented to Mrs, Montyne Fox,
head of the Coahoma County Welfare
Department, She was asked tolook into
these cases, tosee if the people couldn’t
get on welfare, AccordingtoMrs,Vera
Pigee, one of the marchers, Mrs, Fox
said she would do so,

At City Hall, Henry went into some
additional demands of the marchers,

‘“We don’t want white policemenkill-
ing Negroes without a cause, and we
certainly don’t want Negroes killing
Negroes withouta cause,’” he said, This
was an apparent reference toNegro of-
ficer Jesse Wright, accused of killing
18-year-old Joe Lee Hale last July,

Henry also demanded total desegre-
gation of the city schools, He later
commented that the schools had been
desegregated by zoning, This has put
about three or four poor whites in one
county Negro school, he said, butother
than that, there hasbeen no integration,

The group later decided to picket City
Hall until Wright is fired from the po-
lice force,

But Police Chief B, C, Collins said
this week that Wright--who was sus-
pended after Hale’s death--has been
put back on the force, and will remain
there until he does something to get
fired for,

‘

Mrs, Lena Frost of Demopolis,
Ala,, sells 600-1,000 Southern Cour-
fers every week in Marengo and
south Greene counties,
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If you want to sell The Southern
Courler in your community, write to
1012 Frank Leu Bldg,, Montgomery,
Ala, 36104, or call 262-3572,

FOR A BETTER
TOMORROW

In Alabama all our yesterdays e
¢ are marred by hate,discrimination, §
@ injustice, and violence, Among the:
:ornnlnuom working for a better ¢
: tomorrow on the principle of human ®
o brotherhood is the Alabama Council ¢
$ on Human Relations, Membership g
o in the Council is open to all whoe
:wuh to work for a better tomorraw:
:on this principle, For further in-®
oformation, write the Alabama Coun-
$ cll, P,0,Box 1310, Auburn, Alabama, ¢
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SOLOMON 8§, SEAY
home, and was chased by two white
youths--first on foot and then in their
car, When he got to his house, he tes-
tified, the white youths ‘‘drove their
car right up behind me, up on to the
porch,?”

One of the white boys came to the
door, Davis said,and ““Imet him to keep
him from coming into the house. . ..l
threw my left hand up to keep from get-
ting hit in the face,’””

“] had a little Boy Scout knife in my
pocket,” Davis said, and *‘after he (the
white boy) cut me, I swung at him,”

Davis’ mother, Mrs, Dorothy Stovall,
testified that when she hearda commo-
tion outside her house, she ran to open
the door, ‘/Itwas William,” sherecall-
ed, ‘“He said, ‘Open the door, open the
door, let me in,’”?

She said a white youth ‘‘reached and
grabbed William--he cut William with
a knife,” When this happened, she tes-
tified, the white youth was *‘inside the
front door,”

Mrs, Stovall said her son was still
being treated for injuries to his left
hand, and had ‘‘practically lost the use
of his two fingers,”?

When Ameen’s lawyer, Harry Per-
due, tried to challenge Mrs, Stovall and
Davis on cross-examination, there
were some bitter exchanges, Perdue
asked Mrs, Stovall whether her son had
walked through a parking lot, and she
replied,

“I couldn’t answer that--Iwasn’t with
him,”

“Is that right?”’ Perdue asked,

‘““Yes, it is,”” snapped Mrs, Stovall,

When Davis insisted that he had swung
only once athis attacker, Perdue asked,
‘““How did he (Ameen) get cut all those
places?”

“I don’t know,” answered Davis,

“Did be do that to himself?*?

“I guess he did,””

Ameen--tall, well-dressed, and soft-
spoken--testified that he saw *‘this per-
son right here running away from a?*57
Chevrolet” in a parking lot, Hesaidhe
hollered, *‘Stop!”

““We did chase him, that’s right,”
Ameen said, When they arrived at
Davis’s home, the defendant said, Davis
knocked on the door andyelled, ‘“Mama,
Mama, there’s some white boys out
here, They’re trying to kill me,”

The mother came out, Ameen said,
and ‘“held her son’s arm, saying, ‘No,
no,’” But, he said, Davis “sliced me
three times, . . .I had just gotten out
of the car,”

Ameen specifically denied drivingup
on Davis’ porch: ‘I don’t know how in
the world a car could get on the porch,
It was as small as 1t could be,”

And, he said, he didn’t have a knife:
¢ did not have anything in my hand, I
do not carry a knife,’”

After both sides said they hadrepre-
sented their cases, Perduebegan ques-

tioning patrolman Davis Philhower,

Seay took up the questioning, and
quickly got Philhower to admit:

1. That noone searched Ameen to see
if he had a knife,

2, That tire tracks in the wet grass,
in Seay’s words, led ‘‘right up to the
(Davis’) front porch,” Philhower said,
however, that he didn’t know what car
had made the tracks,

Philhower said he ‘‘wouldn’t want to
answer” whether the victim had fainted
from loss of blood.,

Judge Barron--who had listened in-
tently to the longand contradictory tes-
timony--then announced that he wanted
‘an opportunity to see the scene my-
self,”

In an unusual move, he said he would
take the case under advisement, and
meanwhile go out and look at the Davis
family’s front porch,

Alabama Christian
Movement for Human Righ

The weekly meeting will be at 7
p.m, Monday, Sept, 25, in St, Luke’s
AME Church, 2817 21st Ave, N,, the
Rev, A, W, Thomas, pastor,
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WILD Radio Top 14 Hits

COLD SWEAT PART 2--
James Brown

BABY I LOVE--

Aretha Franklin

SHOUT BAMALAMA--
Mickey Murray
EVERYBODY NEEDS
Gladys Knight & Pips
FUNKY BROADWAY--
Wilson Pickett
HYPNOTIZED--

Linda Jones

AIN’T NO MOUNTAIN--
M, Gaye & T, Terrell

SEND $1.00 FOR EACH 45 RPM--NO C,0.D,

Music Center One Stop
P,0,Box 1041
Birmingham, Alabama

GUARANTEED DELIVERY

8, FUNKY BROADWAY--
Dyke & Blazers

9, MORE LOVE--
Smokey & Miracles

10, GET ON UP--

The Esquires
IT"S GOT TO BE MELLOW--
Leon Haywood
HEARTACHES, HEARTACHES
--0, V, Wright
YOU’RE MY EVERYTHING--
Temptations
THAT DID IT--
Bobby Bland
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B & P Super Market
Selma, Ala.

Watch for Qur Special Ad In Two Weeks

Robert Collins

2201 26th Ave. N. (phone 251-1944)

Birmingham’s freshest market--We guarantee fresh fish, and dress
them free,

The price is reasonable,
If you bring this coupon with you, you will get something extra,

Try Us One Time--and Yow'll Be Back

Birmingham, Ala.

Discount to Churches

jobs are guaranteed,

Tired of Making $10-15-$25 Weekly?

NEW YORK AND BOSTON
NEED 1,000 MAIDS
Ages 18-65

Salary $40 to $80 weekly, plus free room and meals, All expenses
advanced, tickets sent, Friends are placed close to one another, All

For more information, write ABC MAIDS, 934 W, College St, , Flo-
rence, Ala, 35630, or call 766-6493 collect,

‘God Helps Those
Who Help Themselves’

-
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Carter’s Dry Cleaning

773 Dorsey St. Montgomery, Ala,

Watch for Our Grand Opening

HOW TO ENJOY

Full Seale

BANKING
SERVICE

¥
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- UNDER ONE ROOF
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Take advantage of all-around convenience in
handling your everyday money matters. Here—
at a single location—you can:

* Enjoy checking account service
* Build up your savings

* Borrow at low cost

* Safeguard your valuables

... and make use of the many special facilities
—and the varied financial experience—available
only at a FULL-SCALE BANK such as ours,

MAKE OUR BANK YOUR
FINANCIAL HEADQUARTERS!

ALABAMA EXCHANGE BANK

Member
Federal Reserve System and
Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation

P.O. Box 728 Tuskegee, Alabama
We Are an Equal Opportunity Employer
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Get Acquainted With
"DUVALL’S

COIN-OP WASHERTERIA
& DRY CLEANERS

1-HOUR DRY CLEANING
1-DAY SHIRT SERVICE

SKIRTS (plain)
Wool SKIRTS
2 BLANKETS

5 SHIRTS

421
4219
$1.39

$1.00

| (o-0p WASHERTERIA
] &
| DRY CLEANING

Dty (110N

Next to Gordon’s Patio

in Montgomery

7-10 Daily — 7-6 Sunday

1600 $. Hall st.

> i
Mrs. Dora Duvall, owner






