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Tuskegee , Alabama 
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216 Monroe Street 
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PAGE SIX 

Community Reports. 
Opelika 

Lawyer Hits Turner Arrest ;  

White County School Closes 
BY DORIS TORBERT 

OPE LIKA--About 70 people attempt- the marchers on to an old school bus. 
ed to stage a march from Thompson's Approximately 44 persons were 
Ch.apel to the Lee County courthouse in placed in the county jail, and 22 in the 
Opelika Sept. 1. city jail. There were 10 juveniles. 

The demonstrators previously ap- In the county jail, Tom MUllcan, a 
plied for a parade permit. white Auburn University student, was 

They were not given tht! permit, but beaten by cellmates. 
felt they were justlfled in marchlng any- The juven1les went to court Tuesday, 
way, because of the First Amendment accompanied by their parentIS. All of 
to the Constitution of the United States, them were put under six months' pro
which guar,mtees freedom of assembly. baUon by the judge. 

The march was toprotest too few reg- Judge Washington said, " This Is no 
IstraUon days, the "private" signs on punishment. All Juveniles must write 
the courthouse restroom door, and too a 1,000-word thesis on the reasons, pur- . 
few Negro public officials and law-en- pose and expected results of the demon-
for cement officers. stratlon." 

As the demonstrators left the church, He said 1! they didn't write It correct-
they were approached by policemen, 1Y, they would have to pay a fine. 
who told them they were under arrest. Court will be held Monday for all 
The pollce then dragged and shoved other demonstrators. 

Demopolis 
BY CHARLES SAULSBERRY 

DEMOPOLIS -- SUperintendent of 
Education E .  A. Speare said the Demo
polis Board of EducaUon was going to go 
along with the Civil Rights Act and the 
decision of the U. S. Supreme Court. 

The Board of Educa tlon made a pubUc 
announcement August 26, In the Demo
polls Times, a local weekly newspaper, 
that the U. S. Office of Education has 
approved the City's desegregation plan. 

The plan caUs for desegreg:mon. of 
four grades a year, starting with grades 

one through four. So four grades of the 
Demopolis Elementary School will be 
desegregated this fall. 

Negroes were to go to U. S. Jones 
High School (the Negro school for 
grades one to twelve) until this Friday. 
On Monday, they will transfer to the 
Demopolis Elementary School. 

The students at U. S. Jones said they 
are disgusted with the fact that they 
still have no foreign language or music 
courses. 

Mobile Regi stration 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE FIVE) 

down to keep newly-reglsteredNegroes 
from voUng In the city election held the 
same day. 

They supported their charge by point
ing out that a large part of the ottice was 
not in use. 

But the whole office was not in use 
Wednesday either, and the Une seemed 
to be m oving no faster. 

Jesse McConnell, head registrar, 
said It  was the applicants' fault that only 
one side ot the edUce was being used: 

"There ain't none of them can write 
their names, so we have to do It all 
for them with what statt we have." 

tlon lines to get longer. 

About 14,000 Negroes are registered 
in Mobile County, but there are almost 
40,000 unregistered Negroes of voting 

age in the county. 
The success of the registration drive 

w111 depend partly on how well the d1!
ferent groups can work together. So far 
there hasn't been much cooperation. 

Miss Kilgore stood at the courthouse 
all day Tuesday, getting the names and 
addresses of the Negroes who regis
tered. 

THEY WARNED HER 

Two other workers warned her that 
SCLC had better not take credit for all 
the names on the list. The leader of a 
rl val group predicted that there would 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE) 

to hold a man In Jail to punish him for 
his clvU rights activities." 

Howard Moore said he cumplalned to 
Judge Stevens about the amount of the 
bond and the rules for signing it. He 
said the judge told him he'd leave things 
the way they were. 

Turner was originally arrested July 
17 on the forgery charges. At that Um4il, 
the warrants were signed by two Ne
groes. One of them, Dock Davis, tried 
unsuccessfully to have his warrant 
withdrawn, saying he'd signed It by mis
take. 

Turner's trial Is scheduled for Oct, 
18. 

• • • 
MeanwhJle the question of Negroes' 

transferring to the white school became 
meaningless anyway. 

On Sept. I, the day school was sche
duled to start, the county school board 
announced that Alexander Stephens In
sti tute, the white school, would not be o
pen this year. 

The board said Stephens was shut 
down because there wete not enough 
students enrolled to make lt worthwhUe 
to operate. 

According to Adam Smith ol the State 
Board of Education, all of Stephens' 
white students (there were 203 last 
year) transferred to schools outside the 
county: 

"What they did was when the white 
parents found out that so many Negroes 
had applied to the white school, they 

Jackson High Opens 
BY CURTIS HOWZE 

JACKSON--On Aug. 31, ten Negro 
students were enrolled at the all-white 
Jackson High School. 

On the day of registration, everything 
was qUiet. White students stared, but 
they did not bother the Negroes. 

When the Negro students were admlt
ted to their homeroom class, all of the 
white studenrs were seated on the oppo
site sld� of the classroom. In the cafe
teria the five Negro students were seat
ed at one table. 

One Negro student was the first tobe 
assigned to a classroom task. 

. Jackson High was the only all-white 
school in Clarke County to be desegre
gated this fall. 

R ED BELL CAFE AND POOLROOM 

Lynn Kilgore, an SCLC staff member, 
said this wa:; untrue. Miss Kilgore 
arrived In Mobile recently to organize 
a voter registration project. be trouble 1! she tried to. 

Miss Kilgore explained that she was Entertainment as you like It. 

making the list Simply because nobody 138 Monroe SI, 

went and asked the schools in neigh
boring counties to take their chUdren." 

Seventy- two Negroes had tIledappU
cations for transf4ilr from Murden to 
Stephens. Murden had an enrollment of 
600 Negroes last year. 

The transfer applications, many of 
them made out thls summer as part 
of the SCLC-SCOPE project, repre
sented the first attempt at school 
IntegraUon here. Taliaferro County had 
filed a desegregation plan with the U.S. 
Ottlce of Education, under the Civil 
Rights Act ot 1964. 

Smith sald It has been a regular 
practice for both white and Negro pa
rents to send their children to schools 
in other counties, when for any reason 
the children could not attend school In 
their own county. 

He said that even if all 72 of the Ne
groes had gone to Stephens, there would 
not have been enough students. 

Asked whether any Negroes had len 
Taliaferro County for other schools, 
he said, " I'm not sure. Probably they 
dld- -it's been done in the past." 

Mrs. Lola Williams, county superin
tendent of schools, refused to com ment 
on the situation. 

Eufaula March 
BY JASPER SNIPES 

EUFAULA--Ten Negroes picketed 
the courthouse In downtown Eufaula last 
Sunday, protesting local voter registra
tion poliCies. 

A few hours later, 60 picketers show
ed up at the Eufaula Festival, where 
thousands of visitors i2l the trt-state 
area were present for the holidays. 

Two busloads 9t poUcemen blocked 
the picketers from entering the fes
tival, where Governor George Wallace 
was present, The picketers waited 
untll night, but still were not admitted. 

Negroes in Eufaula have aSifed for two 
weeks of registration days, and two 
.li  ;hts each we�!.; r Jr working people. 
These requests were turned down by 
Registrar Alice Hudson. 
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working on registration, alld they are 
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Our am editoriql; 

Read 
THE ATLANTA CONSTITUTION 

A Paper for the People 
The SOUTH E RN C O U R IE R  is an indepe ndent newspaper. 

O ur only re sponsibility i s · to our readers,  the people of 
A labama. And our · chief concern i s  the c ruc ial probl e m s  
that confront Alabamians. W e  hope t o  p rovide accurate 
informatio n about the se p roble m s ,  and to s upply a means 
of comm unication for the people who are trying to solve 
the m .  

The SOU T H E RN C O U R IE R  is indepe ndent of i t s  adver
tisers, of pol itic ians,  of dogm a .  a nd of a ny particular 
g roup or o rgani zatio n. We will point o ut merits and de
m erits wherever we find the m .  treating white s and 
N egroe s alike. 

There a re certai n  ba s ic princ iples i n  which thi s  news
paper bel ieve s .  We believe that ali men are e ntitled to 
the equal p rotection of the laws and to equal justice in the 
courts. We believe that all men are e ntitled to equal ed
ucatio nal oppo rtunities. We believe that the interests of 
a l l  people are be st served by a democratic syste m  of 
go vernment--and th is means that aU men,  regardle s s  of 
race, color, or c reed. are e ntitled to the right to vote. 

W ith the se princ iples i n  mind , the SOUTH E R N  C OURIE R  
cannot ignore the fact that mo st o f  Alabama' s N egro e s  
are denied the se baSic equalitie s.  Therefore we will 
publish i nformation to h elp erase the injustices of segre
gation and prejudice. 

Anothe r major p robl e m  that A labamians face i s  the 
change from a rural to an industrial economy. Such a 
change i s  painful , e spec ially for tho se citizens who are 
forced to leave the land but cannot find their rightful 
place in the office s  and facto rie s of the cities. This. too 
is a proble m which . the SOUT H E R N  C OU RIE R will 
e xam i ne. 

E ducation a nd politic s are also under new pre ssures 
in Alabama. While the state is trying to expand and im
p rove its school system . only 101 Alabama Negroes attend 
school with' white s. In p olitic s ,  the state is beginning to 
show s igns of two-party activity. This change also de-

- s e rve s our atte ntion. 
While the S O U T H E RN C OU RIE R trie s to fulfill its 

re sponSibil itie s to its reader s ,  we hope that you. the 
reader, wlll feel a responsibility towards us. This is a 
new pape r ,  exper imental in many ways. And part of the 
e xper ime nt is to c reate a newspap e r  that responds to the 
needs of its re aders. 

If you have ideas and c ritic i s m s  that will help us p ro 
duce a better pap e r .  by all means write u s  a letter o r  
tell your sugge stio n to your local SOUTH E R N  C O U RIE R 
repo �te r or representative. If you know of a sto ry that 
should be reported, let us know about it. Our only pqrp o s e  
i s  to serve you. and only you c a n  t ell u s  if we' re doi ng 
the job. 

For 98 }·c(/r� The �tJlIl"·., SIa"darll I\'e,npflper 

RALPH McGILL, Publ" h .. 
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MONDAY. JULY 19� 1965 
, . . . ' :r  Eu"ellr Patterson 

An Admirable 

Ne',v Newspaper 
A grou p  of college students led by 

Harvard's Peter Cummings came South this 
summer to put out a weekly newspaper ( at 68 

Electric Ave. NW, Atlanta ) . They brought a hard discipline i nstead 
of easy conclusions and so their first issue of The Southern 
Courier wil l  bore and disappoint those conditioned readers who 
take their rivil rights nourishm�nt from hallelujah pamphlets 
or hate sheets .  

But their beginning Is bot h admirable and remarkable. They 
actually are trying to see the racial revolution whole. They are 
writing it dispassiclDately and well. They are not trying to thread 
up a magazine or television st ory line, or race newspapers to the 
�tereotyped crises. They are simply moving around , primarily 
in Alaham<l. and writing dO\l'n what they sec. 

They have a good ear. . . 'Tear out a sheet of paper from 
, this book. Annie: I said a \·ot ing registrar in Margeno ('oun ty l .  

" The 'Annie· made het· glance u p  quickly. She started to 
speak but (·hanged hl'r mind. The registralion went slowly on . "  

They Il't t hese things fal l  natura l ly into t heir slorics . a s  
nat urally as any Southerner who is used to it.  "Sherirf T. W i lmer 
Shields admitted using tear gas on his prisonrrs I inside the 
Linden, Ala., jail l .  'I nnl.v u�cd one or t\l'O squirts-just enough 
for them to raise hell about it , '  the sheriff said." 

They withhold judgmenL� and leave i t  to readers to hav€! 
t hcir own feelings about the Lord's Day s('cne ouL�ide Ihe Bapt i!.t 
church in Tuskegee : "On July 4, Miss Altonia Baker, 20. wa's 
s la pped 11 number of t imes by a woman from the congregation" 
with whom she had t ried to � orshl(l. 

There was the quote from an elderly :\egro, Mi�s .Julia Knott, 
aft er a col ton-dusting airplane sprayed civil rights demonstrators 
�t anding in l ront of the First Baptist Church in Eutaw, Ala.  The 
spray burned her skin · ·real biller," she said. 

Such �('cm's arl' reported incidentally. 'J'hose who see noth ing 
newsworthy a bout t ltis way of life can read right over t hem 
because they an'n·t pointed up by accusing fingers. These kids are 
Simply report l l1g.  . 

And David H .  Underhi ll ' s rcport on the s t ri ke of ("oltnn 
chopper� in t l ie :l1i�sissippi Delta is perhaps t lie best balan�rd 
Utillg yct wntten about it. He knows that eVl'n if t�e i\cl(rnp� 
\lin Ihl' slnkt' t hey Il i ll ,  "in Ihe long run, probably be nn bcl t\'r 
off " Machines al'l' replacing Ulem an�'way . 

Hut t hE' planters don't like t he suddenness of t he I hil l l;.!" . " .\ 
unil.n and $ 1 2:; PCI' hour would turn the plantat ions into t H ri l l'.  
t ht' blJ'�t's In to employers, and the darkies into independent men . , 
And mo�t of Uw �('groell hesitat e  "becau.�e thl'Y, like t hl' ptantrr� . 
an' ilffald t n In,(' their wav of l i le  . . . I t  shetters t hem from 
1 I" pl)n�ibi t l l lt'S lliilt Independent men mU$t a('(;ept . . It I I " 
�f'('url' pon'l'1 \ . . . . :\ union . _ . is asking them to t.tkt' the n�" 01 
b('lng frl'e mrn:' 




