First Day of Integration: 'Like Any Other School Day'
BY DAVID M. GORDON
HA YNEVILLE--Aa Hayneville SChool
opened ita doors toitstlrstNegrostudents
here lut Tuelday, the air was tense in thil
sleepy county leat, scene 01 a c1vll rights
ldlllng two weeki ago.
But for Arthallse Hulett, US, one ~four
Negro students who enrolled without incident Tuesday, the day was "just Uke any
other school day.."
"ArthaUse berao the day as usual by roUing out ~ bed OIl his famUy's farm at 4:30
a.m. "I've been getting lIP that early all
summer ," he said. "Wasn't any reason to
do different today."
Hls tenth-grade clasles weren't scheduled to begin untU 8 a.m. and Arthalise
was taking it easy.

He fixed a sandwich for his sister, helped feed the four famHy dogs, Checked the
oil OIl his family's car and copied out his
class schedUle in his new notebook.
At 6:30 a.m., he drove with his father to
Haynevllle, where he walted at his aunt's
house for school to begin. He seemed completely calm.
"Pm not nervous at all--so far, at
least," he said.
"And I'm much better ott than my brother John."
John was supposed to begin the eighth
grade at Lowndes county Training School,
the Negro school in the county, Arthallse
explained.
Instead, John was out picking cotton, as
part 01 a fairly effective boycott of the
school. The boycotters were demanding

the resignation of the school's Negroprincipal.
"John and me, we don't like to miss
schOOl," Arthallse said. "And now I get
to go to school and he doesn't."
At 7:45 a.m., Arthallse and his mother
joined the three other Negro stUdents and
their mothers to register for the first
day of classes.
As the group strolled quietly on to the
! school grounds, news photographers clicked and whirred their cameras wildiy.
They were kept behind the schooltenceby
about 15 recently appointed auxiliary deputies.
And that was the only visible excitement
of the day. When the children were safely
inside the school, Miss Hulda Coleman,
Lowndes county school superintendent,

explained the almost surprising calm:
"Getting readY for school requires a lot
01 planning. This is a new experience for
all of us ~ and we did a good deal more plannlnS' than usual."
When schoollet outat 3 p.m. in the atternoon, Arthallse rode the school bus home
with the rest of the white students. Once at
home, he seemed as relaxed as before.
"It wasn't hard at all," he said, "and
nothing happened."
"The only strange thing," he continued,
"was the way all the white students acted.."
WlIenever the four Negroes walked down
the corridor, Arthallse sald, the white students would gasp and jump to the sIde or
turn their heads.
" Noone spoke to me the whole day,"
he said, "and when I got oIf the bUS, they
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leel, or they want to talla idvsnlap of the

small size 01 private school classes.
"The school can't slmply be a haven
from integration," said C.L. MCLat!erty, a
trustee 01 the new John T. Morgan Academy
in Selma. "We will have to have a really
top-notch schooL"
SO far, no one in the five school foundatiOllS knows wIwther they w1ll be receiving
state money UDder the provlslOllS of the new
grant-in-aid bill recently passed in the
state legislature.
The b1ll would provlde,$185 toward tuition for each student attending a private
school who fits the quallf1cations of the blll.
.. The state mOiley Is not going to be easy
to come by," DeWitt said. II Nobody seems
to be able to tell uS hoW we get It.."
Nevertheless, all of the directors feel
'.. certain they will be able to f1nance their
schools without the benetit 01 state aid.
Money in most cases w1II come both from
private donations and from student tuition
fees.
Of the five schools, the three in Selma,
Greensboro and Demopolls are apparently
best-estabUsbed and most certain of making it through the year.
Negroes in ' 'selma are planning to try
to enroll several Negro children in the
school when It opens.
"We expect this w1II develop into some
It1nd of test of the lepllty 01 such private
schools," said the Rev. F.D. Reese, pre(CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX)

Fashion Show

MOBILE--The fir.t annual Artlata' and
Models' FashiOll Show was held Sunday
afterDOOll at Central HICh School. Dooatlons went to retarded children.

ARTHALISE HULETT

TEN CENTS

Switch Peaceful in Most Schools;
Trouble in Greene County, Marion

5 Counties Start
Private Schools'
BY DAVID M. GORDON
SELMA--lDtegratiOll of many of Alabama's publlc schools this mOllth has
brought several newall-white private
schools into the western Black Belt.
Four private schools--inSelma,Marlon
Greensboro and DemopoUs--w1IIdef1n1tely be ope~ext week for the first time.
The ope
of a fifth school, in Lowndes Coun , depends OIl the results 01 a
cOUDty-wide survey taken this week todetermine the numberolinterestedwhiteparents.
"The reasOllS for setting up the schools
in the different areas are pretty much the
same," said R.L. DeWltt,~rectOr of the
Demopolis School Foundation, Inc.
"There are just a few schools now, but
I think there are going to be a lot more of
them in the future.."
Most of the directors 01 the new schools
agree that parents have been enrolI1nl
their children in private schools for two
reasOllS.
Either parents want to keep their ch1l-

all started laughing. They asked us to .It
by outselves at lunch, and they asked me
to sit at the back of the bus OIl tile way
home."
"But I'm going to tlI1Dkabout my lessons
first," be said, "and then make trlenda.
It may be hard for them to make friends,
but it won't be for me."
Arthallse said he planned to work hard
at HaynevUle SChool because he figured
his education at the county Negro IChools
had put him behind many of the white stu- '
dents.
Then, he said, he would go to college.
When asked what college he was th1nk1ng
of attending, he replied with a twinkle in
his eye:
"Is the University 01 Alabama integrated yet?"

Integration came to many of Alabama's public schools
this week. For the most part, it came quietly, without
incident.

The integration was a result at the Civil Rights Act of 1964. A section 01 the act requires school districts to desegregate it they want to keep receiving federal aid.
CivU rights leaders said, however, that the integration was mostly "token." The
number of Negro students in integrated Alabama schools this year 11 expected to '
be "several hundred.."
Two of the major trouble spots were Greene County and Marlon.
The Greene County schoolboardhadflled a desegreeationplan with the U.S. Office
01 Education. Greene County Hleh SChool

Job Bias Law
7Uot
1".

NEGRO AND WlDTE CHILDREN"LEAVE HA YNEVlLLE SCHOOL

Four Arrested
ANNISTON--Three white men have been
arrested and Indicted for the July 15 shotgun murder of WUlie Brewster, a 38-yearold Negro.
Another white man is being held for the
fatal shooting ~ Thad Christlan,54, a Negro, last Saturday In rural Calhoun County.
As the arrests were made in the Brewster case, the violently anti-Negro Nation-

•

al States Rights Party came back to town.
The racist group planned to hold rallies
on the steps of the Calhoun County courthouse on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.
The Brewster shooting last July came
after the second of three courthouse rallies held by the National states Rights Parparty.
On the

night Brewster was killed, the

Tuskegee Summer Program
Stirs Interest in Education
BY PETER WESTOVER
TUSKEGEE--"I've given a lot of mind to
gett1Jig a college football or basketball
scholarShip," said a l6-year-old Negro
boy taking part in Tuskegee Institute's
Summer Education program (SEP).
"But," he said, "I want to major inenglneering so I can qualifY for two jobs at
once."
He and some 6,000 other seventh-to
12th-grade students in ten Alabama counties finished a summer of SEP tutorial
sessions this week.
The sessions were run by Tuskegee and
financed by the federal Qffice of Economic
Opportunity.
Students from Tuskegee and 12 other
colleges spent 60- to 80-hour weeks in the
clUes and the backwoods, teaching the kias
a variety of school subjects, plus several
"cultural extras."
Their aim was to awaken the children
to the advantages 01 a good education, and
help the kids take better advantage of the
education they get in their publlc schools.
"Most importantly, the program helped
kids and their parents to become critical
of the education they can get In Alabama
now," said SEP program coordinator p.
Bertrand Phillips.
"Most had no idea before this summer
that they should want or expect anything
better.."
Phill1ps said that "in Lowndes County,
for example Negroes are showing a great
dissatisfaction with the Negro schools, just
since the program."
TUSkegee Initiated SEP this spring as a
kind of experimental "pllot" project,
hopefully to be imitated all over the country by next year.
"Ultimately," said one SEP administrator, •• we want our counties to get federal
aid directly and run their own programs."
Federal money may 111so be used tocontinue tutorial work in the fall, especially
for adults, in some of the same ten counties ..
SEP classes were held not only In school
bulldings and Negro churches but, where
these were not available, in garages, water sheds, and the raw outdoors. One cen-

ter regularly used a blackboard nailed up
on a tree.
Criticism of the program varied. "The
project only scratched the surface," said
one tutor. "These kids will just go back to
the way they were.."
And some felt lack of adequate teaching
facilities was an overwhelming obstacle.
But more felt that the educational experience alone was enough to overshadow
the problems that arose during the first
SEP summer.

First Negro Runs for

Public Office in Dothan
DOTHAN--John C. Forrester, the first
Negro to run for publlc oftlce in Dothan,
will be one of nine candidates running for
the post of ASSOCiate Commissioner No.1
in a city election Tuesday. Commissioner
No. 1 is In charge 01 the Department of
Public Safety, which includes the city pollce and fire departments.
The other eight candidates are Joe
Cutchen, Jehn Enfinger, James p. Hall,
Billy J. Hicks, Wlllard J. Lucas, Hilton
Parish, Oscar SUeba and R. Dell Sellers.

Murders
Rev. Connie Lynch told a crowd of 100 at
the NSRP rally that "fighting the nigger
Is a war, and ina war there's got to be kUling."

Lynch was back in town this week, too.
The three men charged with the Brewster murder were Johnny IraDeFries,25;
Lewis Blevins, 26, and Hubert Damon
Strange, 23. They were indicted Aug. 27
by the Calhoun County grand jury ina sixhour special session.
DeFries and Strange were employesof
Kenneth Adams, 45, local head of the National States Rights Party. Adams,infact,
brought Strange In to surrender Monday
morning. He and three other men signed
bonds for all three defendants.
Adams himself was recently arrested in
Annis ton in connection with the theft of a
large supply of explosives from Fort McClellan.
He had been Indicted by a federal grand
Jury on a charge ot receiving stolen property.
PoUce said Blevins had been arrested 18
Urnes since 1955 on charges ranging from
reckless driving and stealing hubcaps to
assaultlng a pollce oUlcer.
DeFries, police said, has been arrested
six Urnes since 1956.
Brewster was driving himself and three
friends home from work when the fatal
shooting occurred late the night of July 15
on Highway 202, four miles west of here.
More recently, Robert Haynes, 41, of
Jacksonville, was arrested for the shotgun
murder ot Thad Christian last Saturday
night.
Christian was the father of seven chUdren.
A companl~d he and Christlan were
fishing In a small creek when Haynes approached and told them to leave. The
stream Is knownasa "white man's creek.."
The companion told pollce Haynes then
shot Christian in the stomach.

a
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BY DAVID R. UNDERIDLL
MOBILE--Tltle VO of the 1964 Civil
Rights Act, outlawing racial discrimination in jobs went into effect at the beginning 01 July.
But It hasn't had much effect yetinAlabama, and it probably woo't in the future,
said a law student who has been helping
Negroes use the new law.
"The uteut to which the taw Gall belp
Is very limited," sud Ike MadisDD, from
Howard University in washington, D.C.
He has been working in Alabama this summer for the NAACP Legal Defense Fund.
Madison talked with hundreds 01 Negro
workers who believed they had been discriminated against, but he sentless than 20
formal complaints to the Justice Department in Washington.
Madison sald of one worker's experience:
"It might involve raCial discrimination.
Bet It does. But I can't do anything about
it. I can' t pinpoint it."
Even where he couIdpinpointlt, the formal complaint he filed probably won't
change things very mUCh, Madison said.
What could bring Improvements? A,
change in white employers' and employes'
attitudes would help, according to Madison. It would even help thewhites,hesald.
"A lot of the industries are just cut!1ng
their own necks," Madison said. Many
capable Negroes are moving north or west
because they can't get good jobs in the SOuth
he said, while the less qualified Negroes
tend to stay.
But Madison admitted some companies
might hurt themselves by hiring even
highly qualified Negroes.
One plant manager told Madison he
couldn't hire 'any Negroes because the
white women In the factory retused to work
with them.
But even it the whites' attitudes changed
tomorrow, many Negroes still wouldn't
profit mUCh, because they wouldn't be qualIt1ed for the new jobs opening up for them,
Madison said.
Title VII can't help much here either,
he said- -It's hard to get the job without
the experience, and hard to get the experience without the job.
In fact, Madison said, Negroes w1ll not
be able to "earn their way In" to the bel(CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX)

Reactions as SCOPE Project End:s
BY ROBERT LEE STRINGER
LUVERNE--All SCLC-SCOPE workers
left Luverne on Monday. The day was sad
for some and joytul for others.
All over the South this week, SCOPE
projects were endng, and the summer
workers were going home.
The SCOPE workers had been In Luverne since June 28. They had been engaged in getting Negroes registered to vote
In Crenshaw County, and diminishing barriers of de facto segregation In local restaurants uptown In Luverne.
When asked how she felt about the accomplishments of the SCOPE workers In
Luverne, a Negro woman replied:
"I think they did a splendid job, and I
hated to see them go. We need them back
again. They were the only ones that could

reach the people down here."
A Negro minister said," I don't think
they did too well. They helped some and did
what they could, I guess, and they were
faithfUl. I'd say they did their part.."

•

As of now three restaurants in town are
integrated, and approximately 65 more Negroes have been added to Crenshaw's list
of registered voters--all through the efforts of the SCOPE workers.
Earller In the summer curiosity about
the workers reached record-breaking
heights.
Said one white cl tlzen and proprietor,
"I'll sell 'em something If they come in
here.." It seems as If the local SCLC workers sold him first.

BY JAMES KELLY
and JOHN KELLY JR.
EUFAULA--The SCOPE group arrived
in Eufaula on June 24. Eight white volunteers set to work immediately canvassing
to get people to the courthouse.
Before they arrived, the local people
weren't able to get more than 15 to 20
people to register.
The SCOPE workers were able to get
200 to 500 people down to the courthouse
every registratlon day.
It didn't matter that, for the majority
of the summer, the SCOPE workers were
all white. There were no problems con
cerning the difference of races.
Negr~ here feel that if they continue
to build strength, they wUl be prepared for
the battle ahead.

opened Aug. 27, but as 01 last Wednesday,
no Negro students had attended.
On Aug. 27, Negro students sald, they
were turned away by state troopers as they
walked up to Greene County High. They
said a trooper told them to "get the hell
out 01 here."
one Negro student. MaWe HuttOll, was
asked by a school official why she didn't
come on the bus. She said no one else was
on the bus.
"There WOll't be no damn body OIl there
with- .IJ4AAt" abe wu told. .. Ther. woo'l
be snyOlle to sit bes1de you or have anything to do with YOUo"
Many white students had bUly clubs;
and the, high school was guarded by state
troopers, The Negroes did not try ap1n.
In response to a suit fUedbyGov.George C. Wallace, Federal Judge H.H.
Grooms, of Birmingham, ordered Greene
County Negroes not to demonstrate In
Eutaw or boycott the Negro schools.
, Federal Judge Daniel Thomas, 01 MabUe, Issued a lsimllar order aplnst Perry
County Negroes.
In the city 01 Marlon, there was a desegregation plan for grades OIle to four •
But Negro children were told to Co back
to their old schools and fill out apPlications for white schools. They were told
they might be admitted in 10 days.
SOme Negroes went by bus to county
schools, rather than attend segregated city
schools.
Two rural Perry county high schools-suttle and Unlontown--were integrated
without incident.
In Baldwin County, parents of children
entering grades one through four received
a letter saying the children could attend
any school in the county. But the letters
arrived only two or three days before the
Aug. 27 registration deadline.
Thirty-one Negro children were to register in previously all-white Selma
schools this Friday. Said SUPt. J.A. Pickard:
"We want all chlldren to go to school
with no d1tticulty. Every precaution has
been taken to make the transition as smooth
as possible."
In Linden, parents were told that children entering the first four grades could
apply for enrollment in any ~ the city'S
schools before Sept. 10. The city school
board asked for cooperation and understanding.
Mobile had 32 new Negro regtstrantS
for white schools this tall, in addition to
the five Negroes who att.nded white
schools kst year.
Negro leaders In HuntsvUle have recommended that Negro hieb-,chool students
and teachers be completely integrated 'into the City's three predominantly white high
schools by next September.
The request followed a student demons tration protesting poor conditions in
Huntsv1lle's ooe Negro high school, CouncUi High.

IT'S THAT TIME AGAIN!

High School
Football Roundup
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Why Not Women on Juries?
Three women were among the five Negroes who recently filed a suit against alleged racial discrimination
in the selection of juries in Lowndes County. But even
if they win the case, these women won't be able to serve
on juries. Under Alabama law, only men can be jurors.
The women's rights battle is a lot older than the current civil rights battle, but it seems that it still hasn't
been won in Alabama.
The day is long past when women were considered incompetent to take part in government. They have voted
for 45 years. They have served in the House and in the
Senate. They have been appointed to judgeships.
Surely if women can choose presidents, make laws and
decide cases, they can serve on juries. Sifting evidence
in a trial is no more difficult or unfeminine than any
number of tasks that women now perform.
It is high time that Alabama give its female citizens
their full rights.

When the u.s. astronauts were hallway
through !ast week's record-setting space
flight, a Russian newspaper, Red Star, said
that Gemini 5 wasn't really a step to the
moon.
The space voyage, Red Star said, was a
high-flying spying mission on China and
other Communis t countries.
This report was false. American scientists were only interested In the moon.
They found out that man could stand Ufe In
space . long enough to get to the moon and
back.
Astronauts L. Gordon Cooper and Charles Conrad stayed up for 120 orbits--almos t eight days. Their trip was the lon-

SpOJ·ts
for All Sorts
,
This week and the next, many of Alabama's schools
will be integrated. So far, the process has been peaceful,
and we hope it remains so.
We have said before that "we believe all men are entitled to equal educational opportunities." And, therefore,
we, believe these first days of school integration will be a
milestone, from which Alabama can go forward to a better society for all her citizens.
Page Five of this issue reminds us of a very small, but
nonetheless sad result of all the years of segregated
schools. High-school football is run on a segregated basis, as are most other sports in the state. We hope that
as the schools are integrated, the football teams will also
be integrated. Then the segregated schedules can be done
away with.
Sports can do a great deal to promote understanding and
respect between black and white. Even the most hardheaded bigot forgets about skin color when he watches
someone like Willie Mays, Jimmy Brown or Wilt Chamberlain.
On a more personal level, too, sports can make a difference. Negro and white boys who have playe.d side-byside through 60 minu~ of-a -toulJfi;.fo~tball game, depending on each other ftlr'" ·S1:IP'Port-;'"'t!.re going to ·find -it very
hard to resume hating each other when the game is over.
And they might also find they ha ve developed a healthy respect for the men of different colors who played across
the line from them.

Our New Address
As of this weekend, the SOUTHERN COURIER will have
a new address. We are moving the business and mechanical end of our operation from Atlanta to Montgomery, to
be closer to our reporters and the news we cover.
Our new address is Room 620, Frank Leu Building,
Montgomery Ala. Plea s e s end letters, story suggestions,
subscription blanks, advertising copy and all other correspondence to this new address.

gest In history. ADd they were in good
shape afterwards.
But stories about spying from space
might come true in the tuture.
While the two astronauts were still up in
space, a happy President Johnson ordered
the Defense Department to build something
the Air Force has wanted Cor along time-a manned space laboratory to orbit around
the earth.
The two-man space station wouldbe deSigned for research by the armed forces
Into the military advantages of outer space.
Now the U.S. plans to launch Its first
manned mUltary experiment In 1968--00e
year before the Apollo nIght to the moon.
The huge 42-foot, 7 1/2 ton laboratory
would be the biggest spacecraft ever launched by the U.S.
For the (lrst time, astronauts would be
able to walk around Inside the laboratory
without wearing spacesuits. When the time
came, they would return to earth in the
Gemini capsule, leaving the space station
In orbit.
When our space project got under way in
1958, our pollc:! was to s tay away from military objectives.
But now, when both sides seem to be
trying to make progress In the disa rma ment talks, the batteCield looks like it Is
spreading to the unexplored field of outer
space.
Soon af ter 1968, both the U.S. and Ruosla might have their own orbiting task force

Al,b'DiD Opinion

Each Must Decide His Role in Rights
BY ADRIAN FOSTER
TUSKEGEE--A truly democra tiC society is made up of people with d1tferentlnterests, abilities, and dreams. Thisl s true
of the pro ~ est against discrimina tion and
deprl va tlon.
The responslbll1ty to improve the Ne groes' pOSition in America--as well as the
positions at other groups- -cannot be taken
bl' only one group In the society. It Is
the Job of many!
But this res ponsibility ought not to be
taken on by the Individual, unless he
clearly understands the purpose of the
movement and the personal commitment
dem:lIlded.
The civil rights struggle has, to a large
extent, provided the opportunity for Indivldu~ 1 Amer lcans--of varying background.!> and orlentations--to take their
stands and to translate their "social" beliefs into action.
social ac tion is not entirely a group responslblHty. It takes on meaning from the
Individual's own commitment to an Ideal
and his willingness to follow through with
appropriate action.
Negroes - - as a groupe-have found It almost imperative to become a part of the
struggle to end racial dis crimination and
Injustice. Yet the clamor for mas s action
and protest must not overlook the ettect of
participation on the individual.
It a pers on becomes involved, his phy sical safety may be endanger ed, as has
been the case for so many dedicate d civil
rlrllts workers in the South.
Or he may very well find It hard to fight
for his own civil rights, if these actions
deny some else's rights or the rights of
a larfer iroup--on Issues of religious
freedom, for illstance.

TIle individual may be criticized In man>

Civil BiBb" Roundup

The U.S. and the World

ways for participating in the ci vil rights
s truggle. From within the movement its elf, a Negro may be criticized for tactics
th at are "too s low" or "too subser vient."
Criticism
may be direc ted against
white& who profe ss to believe In equality
at the races , but who appear" naive" when
It comes to understanding wha t it really
means to be a Negro in America.
From outside the movement, criticism

Selma.
E xplanation s for s uch criticism may
take different form s a nd reach dille rent
conclusions.
The r e ar e those who refus e to accept
Invol vement by others; those who r efu s e
to in vol ve them s el ves , despi te belief in the
equality of all citi zens; and thos e who cr itici ze tactics rath er than goals of the movement.
Yet all th es e refu s als indic a te that,
somewher e along the line, the individual
has been denied- - or has failed to accept-the right to decide for hims elf whethe r and
how be ~ t he ca n contr ibute hi s talents and
ene rgies to the Civil rights struggle.
This is not to exc use thos e who fe el no
commitm ent whats oe ver- -whether the}
are white or Negro. The caus e of ci vil
rights is a Jus t one. It grows out of a belief in the Inalienable rights of men and respect for every person's human dignity.
But this IS not to say, either, that any
approach will be acceptable and effective
as long as people commit themselves to It.
The real Is s ue Is whether each of us who
claims to be com mltted actually decides
his own Invol vement. At one extreme Is unconcern; at the other Is total Involvement.
Where does reality exist for each of us ?
has come from Negroes who themselves
Is It to make the supreme sacrilice as
don't want to see "the boat rocked." It did young Jonathan Daniel s in Hayneville,
has come from whites who are unwilling, who said that his Ilfe was really In the
despite professed belletin equality, to Jeohand s of God to use as God thought bes t-pardize their relationships in the white even If It meant Daniels' death?
community.
Or Is It at some lesser, but thoroughly
Again, It may come from whites who are acceptable, level--a level consis tent with
unwilling to accept the Involvement demonthe Individual's own conscientious deterstrated by other dedicated whites.
mination of what he ought to do In this matWide publicity was given the fact that, ter of civil rights "
even after the death ct Mrs. Viola Lluzzo
The deciSion Is for each person to make
a white civil rights worker, many critici- for himself!
zed her for leaving her home in the North
(Adrian Foster Is the daughter of the
to take a stand against racial injustices in president of Tuskegee Institute.)

BY ELLEN LAKE

"We had a $200,000,000 demonstration.
I sure hope Whitey got the message," said
a Negro in the Watts area of Los Angeles.
Apparently, "Whitey" did.
The past
week was one of re-thinking and rebuilding in Los Angeles.
Ever since the week-long riots ended.
a large number of org~nizations--civil
rights, governmental. civic and religious
--ha ve been searching for the causes of
the disturbance.
The answer they have found is that the
Negroes of Watts felt isolated 4:,om white
Los Angeles, white America--even from
the successful Negroes who had moved out.
"We have absentee leadership. absentee ministers, absentee landlords and absentee merchants." one Negro said.
"They provide what service s they can
during the day, and when the sun goes down
in Watts, it's just us and the cops."
This isolation was felt on many fronts.
It was economic. Thirty-four percent of
the residents of Watts have no jobs. It
was geographic. An eight-lane freeway
separates Negroes of Watts from the rest
of Los Angeles, and makes them invisible.
In addition, well over half of the people
of Watts have recently come from the
South.
They have no roots in the city.
The se people have special trouble finding
jobs that require few skills.
The isolation was political. Although Los
Angeles has one Negro congressman, three
Negro city councilmen and other Negro

,

FlDally, Watts was Isolated even from the cMl rights movement. All the major rights groups have headquarters in Los
Angeles. One week after the riot, SNCC managed to raise more
than $50,000 at a benefit there. But none of the groups has an
otticlals, only one--a state assemblyman--llves in Watts. And
office In Watts.
even he admitted that the riot was a "revolt against the Negro
All this boiled down to one point: the Negroes of Watts felt
leadership."
they were In, but not part at, the affluent society that surrounded them. To protest their loneliness, they
rioted.
With this re-thlnklng has come the rebUilding. The NAACP held a town meeting
BY VICTOIRE BRAD'FORD
by Professor Herman Harris.
In Watts to let people expres s their grievMONTGOMERY--"The Place of the
He began by saying that a housewife has
ances. CORE has begun economiC proChurch in This Present Day World" was a place for everythtngandeverythtng In Its
grams to help the poor, Including a credit
the theme for the Founders' Day celebra- place. The church has a place In the world,
union and a producer cooperative.
tion at the Holt Street Baptlst Church. he sald--just as salt gives navor, the
Fifteen Protestant groups In Los AnLast Sunday marked 56 years of ser- church serves as a seasoning to the world.
geles organized a committee which has
vice by the church to the community (1909It Is the light of the world, and therefore
promises of more than $100,000 in aid to
1965).
should not be hidden from the shadows of
Watts.
The day's activity began at 9:15 a.m., worldly things, he said,
The state opened a special ottice to adwith Sunday School taught en masse. AfterDr. A.W. Wilson, the pastor. gave the
vise reSidents of Watts on employme nt,
Wl.rdsr the 11 a.III • .church service began. sermon. ltlt title ..,1Ui rt The church from
housing, public health, and welfare.
Music was rendered throughout-the service Generation to Generation."
Biggest of all, the federal government
by the Male, Number 2, and Senior choirs.
As the years go by, Dr. Wllson said,
Is
rushing $1,800,000 to help the job of reDuring the service, the living founders
the church sUll exists from generation to
building the burned and shattered areas.
were presented, and each made a few re- generation. In this generation there Is too
The project will employ 1,600 people.
marks.
much of the world in the church, he said.
All in all, It one could forget the 36 dead
One of the founders, Mrs. Georgia G.
The final program of the day consisted
and millions of dollars of damage, the Los
Hargrove, a lively, petite "young" lady, of the Baptist Training Union (BTU) and a
Angeles riot might ultimately have a besaid:
special musical rendered by the church
neficial ettect. By furnishing the Negroes
"I've been working in the church for 56 choirs.
the tools to rebuild their homes, It may give
years, and I haven't gotten tired yet."
Congratulatory greeting came from rethem the strength to begin to rebuild their
Gifts were given In appreciation to the presentatlves at the Beauticians' Associalives.
founders. Later, a dinner was given in their tion, the Funeral Directors' Association
And the riots could Coree whites in cities
honor.
and the Teachers' Association.
across the country who have always beThe theme, "The Place of the Church in
It was a beautlfUl day, and a momentous lieved "it can't happen here" to re-exaThi s Present Day World," was discussed occasion.
mine both their consciences and their cIties.

Church Honors Founders

Law-Makers Pass the Buck
On Reapportionment of State
BY :v1ARSHALL BLOOM
MONTGOMERY --Reapportionment of
s tate legislatures has been a problem in
many places across the country. But the
growing Negro vote complicated thlng~
even more Cor the Alabama Legislature.
The legislature did succeed in draWing
new dist ricts for the Alabama members of
the U.S. House ot Representatves. But the
legis lators could not agree on any plan to do
the s am e for their own House and senate.
Sinc e the state legislature was under fede r al court order to reapportion Itself and
faU ed to do so, a federal court will now do
the job.
In most states, reapportionment has
been dillicult, because people from every
part of the state want to have a big voice
in the legislature. Also, nobody in the state
senates or houses wants to re-distrlct
him s elf out of a job.
But In Alabama, there Is another roadblock- -the Negro vote.
The 5 tate legislators this session knew
tha t Alabama would have a large number of
Negro voters by 1966. The law-makers'
goal was to draw the districts In such a
way that the Negroes could not elect a Negro to the all-white legislature.
But they also had to watch out for competing local white interests.
Whites outnumber Negroes in most
areas of the state, andwhltes wl11continue
to hav e political control In these areas.
But the legislators wanted to tlnd a way to
minimize the Negro vote In the heavlly Negro areas.
The way to do this would be to combine
the Black Belt counties, which are largely
Negro, with nearby counties that have huge
whlte majorities.
Then candidates would run "atlarge"in
these combined districts, and .... egro candidates would be swamped by whites.
But legislators who are popular In small
countie s voted against plans of this type,
because the} did not want to have to risk
running In large districts where they would
not be we 11 known.

Finally, the legislators saw they oouldn't
settle on a plan.
One representative commented, "Most
representatives wanted to throw this In the
lap of the court. They don't want to be the
ones to bring Negroes into the legislature."
LIBERTY AMENDMENT FIGHT
The pressures to pass the so-called
"Liberty Amendment" were felt by every
state senator In the chamber on Aug. 27,
the last day 01 the legislative session.
The gallery was jam-packed with deter(CONTINUED ON PAGE SIX)

Photo by Lou Jacobs--Black Star

Americus Demonstrators Beaten;
35 Arrested as Marches Resume
BY JAMES SMITH and JOHN SHORT
AMERICUS, Ga.--Demonstratlons began
again here last week after a two-week
"cooling-oft period."
The two-week period of negotiations had
brought a temporary end to demonstrations
after a 21-year-old white youth, Andrew
Whatley Jr., was killed.
This time the demonstrations met resistance. Local whUesbeat demonstrators
outSide the Kwlk Check food store Aug. 27,
and pollee arrested 35 civil rights workers
last saturday night.
Rights leaders accused pOlice of turning
their backs on the beatings.
One white demonstrator, Richard Adler,
of Berkele~. Calif., was badly beaten Aug.
27. Said Adler:
"We were beat when we demonstrated at
ten o'clock, and then we went to the police
and asked for protection. Then we were
beat when we demonstrated again at II, and
we went to the police again and didn't get
any protection. The same thing happened at
12, when the} got me."
Americus Police Chief Ross M. Chambliss said, ") got a small force. I can't use
the whole pol1ce force for one demonstra-

tlon."
Late Saturday police halted a fr eedom
march.
First to be arres ted were the white
SCOPE workers, or" outside a gita to rs ,"
as the pol1ce chief described them.
While the Ku Klux Klan held a mas,
meeting Saturday night Ina field out of town
to recruit newmembers,SCLC and SCOPE.
organized a civll rights gathering at tile
Friends hip Church.
At about the same time, police arr es ted
several more Negroe s In the streets r a i~
Ing the evening'S total to 35. Rights leade rs
said harassmen t and al' "est s continued thIs
week.
SCL C leader Ben Clarke said, "we' re
stili harping on two things right no\\ .
"The first Is equal job opportunit, . The
second is an open courthous e ••• we wa nt
the courthouse open from 5 p.m. to 9 p.m.
at night and 12 to 5 p.m. on Saturday , so the
farmers can come In and reg ister."
During the negotiations local lea dpr s
yielded one point to the civil right groups.
They are going toadd the fir s t two );e ~ r oe,
to the Americus poli ce force.
The two are women In traiolng to becom £l
trattlc officers two hours ada }.
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PAOI POUR

Jonathan Daniels Writes o.f the Black Belt

(The following are excerpts from an arUcle written by the late Jonathan Daniels, k1lled in Hayneville
on August 20. He wrote the article for his theology school Journal in Aprll of this year, while he was
living in Selma. He had come to Selma very briefly during the crisis in March, returned to theology
school and stlveral weeks later, came back to work in Selma with a fellow student, Judith Upham.
The article was reproduced by the Episcopal Society for Cultural and Racial Unity---for which Daniels
worked---and distributed at a memorial service for Daniels In Selma on August 27. Excerpts have been
published here with the permission of ESCRU.)

SELMA- ,lteality is kaleidoscopic in the black belt. Now you see
it; now you don't. The view is never the same. Climate is an affair
of the soul as well as the body: today the sun sears the earth. and a
man goes limp in its scorching. Tomorrow and yesterday sullen rain
chills bones and floods unpaved streets. Fire and ice ••• the advantages of both may be obtained with ease in the black belt. Light.
dark, white, black: a way of life blurs, and the focus shifts.
Black, white, black••• a rhythm ripples In the
in steaming, stinkiDg shacks, dances
In the blood. Reality is kaleidoscopic In the black
hit. Sometimes one's vision changes with It. A
crooked man climbed a crooked tree on a crooked
hUl. Somewhere, In the midst at the past, a tenor
lang at valleys lifted up and hllis made low. Death
at the heart of life, and life in the midst of death.
The tree of life Is Indeed a Cross.

.aun, pounds

We lnetl1 we were home
Darkly, incredibly the Interstate highway that has

tnued through Vlrglnlaand the Carolinas narrowed
and stopped. It was three o'clock In the morning and
bitterly cold. We found it difficult to believe that we
were actually back In the south. But In a twinkling
of an eye our brave, clean highway became a backwoods Georgia road, deep In cracker country, and
we knew we were home•••
Incongruously, we came upon an all night truck
atop, mid-way to nowhere. There appeared to be no
11gD over the door, and I went In to get coffee to
CO. Too late, I discovered that hatredhadn'tadvertiaed---perhaps the sign had blown off In a storm.
When I ordered the coffee, all other voices stopped.
i turned from cold stares and fixed my gaze on a
algD over the counter. "ALL CASH RECEIVED
FROM SALE TO NIGGERS WILL BE SENT DIRECTLY TO THE UNITED KLAN OF AMERICA."
1 read It again and again, nausea rising swiftly and
Avagely as the suspicious counter boy sp11led coff" over the cup. It was lousy coffee. But worse

car and approached us. He was dressed1n a business suit and looked respectable--:tbis was not a
redneck, so we could relax. He stopped in front of
us, inspecting us from head to toe. Hlseyes paused
for a moment at our ESCRU buttons andthe collar.
Then he spoke, very quietly.
/. Are you the scum that's been going to the Episcopal Church?" With a single voice we answered,
"The scum, Sir?" "Scum," he returned,
"S-C-U-M. That's what you are--you and the nigger trash you bring with you."
We replied as gently as we could, "We can spell
sir. We're sorry you feel that way." He turned contempuously on his heel, and we crossed our street
sadly.

than chicory was the taste of black men's blood.
It was cheap. Only 25 centa.AtleastJudas went for
30•••
(Wb1le In Selma, Daniels worshipped at St. Paul's

Episcopal Church, a white church. Heoftenbrought
Negroes with him on Sunday, and was not popular
with· the white members of the congregation.)
••• We had parked the car at the Church. The
'rector had not been there, sowe had strolled a block
or two to the office of an attorney whom we had met
at st. Paul's and encountered several times since.
This time our visit was more cordial. We had given
him and his wife a copy of "My People Is the Earth"
for Easter, and I think they were deeply touched.
This time he was less suspicious, less defenSive,
less inSistent that we "get the hell out at town." We
had talked this time of the Gospel, c4 what a white
moderate could do when he discovered that the White
Citizen's Council wasn't all powerful, of certain
changes In the SChool system that the grapevine
said might be forthcoming.

The judge ..•0 roc;"

We spent an evening with. •• (them) at the Elk's
Club. Late in the evening a black nationalist approached her. "What are you doing here with them?"
he asked; "They're white people."

The Judge, an Episcopalian and a racist waited
Much to our surprise and perhaps a little to her
for us to fin1sh a nervous Introduction. We had
encountered him only too often in his capacity as own, she answered; "Jon and Judy are my friends.
head usher, and we knew our man. Now that we sat They're staying In my home. I'll pick my own
In his elegantly appointed office In the Dallas Coun- friends, and nobody' 11 tell me otherwise." The name
ty Courthouse, we were terrified. We knew what this for that •••is miracle •••••
man could do, and what we had not seen ourselves
This is the stuff of which our llfe s made. There
we had heard from our friends am ong the high school are moments of joy and moments of sorrow. Almost
kids. We concluded with somelbingmore or less co- imperceptibly, some men grow in grace. Some men
herent about the Situation In St. paul's.
don't. ••
He began, "You,Jonathan and Judy, w1ll always
• ••There are good men here, just as there are
be welcome in St. paul's." We smiled appreciatively. "But," he continued, "the nigger trash you bring bad men. There are competent leaders and abungwith you wUl never be accepted in St. Pauls." ler here and there. We have activists who risk their
lives to confront a people with the challenge of freeWe thought for an Instant about thebeautlfulklds
we take with us every SUnday. Especially about He- dom and a nation with Its conSCience. We have neulen, the eldest daughter in the first famlly who had tralists who cautiously seek to calm troubled waopened their home and hearts tous,a lovely, gentle, ters. We have the men about the work of reconciliation who are willing to reflect upon the cost and pay
gracloq~ girl who planne<;l to enter nurse's training
when' sl'ie Is graduated from high school this J~. 'H.
She must be one of the sweetest, prettlest girls In
be .ain'.
creation. Then anger rose In' us--a feeling akin, I We are called
suppose, to the feeling of a white man for the sancPerhaps at one time or another, the two of us are
tity of southern womanhood. Helen, b-a:sh.? We all of those. Sometimes we take to the streets,
should have left nis office then, for we were no longsometimes we yawn through interminable meetings,
er free men. •••
sometimes we talk with white men In their homes
and offices ••• Sometimes we confront the posse,
She didn '. lile whi.e people
and sometimes we hold a child. Sometimes we stand
(For most at his time In Selma, Daniels lived with men who have learned to hate, and sometimes
we must stand a llttle apart from them.
with a Negro family.)

'0

The fai.h of 'he Oaurch
We lett his office In a spirit ot something very
much like frlendship.Something having to do with
human hearts, something like the faith of the Church
.had been explored and shared with a white man In
the black belt. We gave thanks to the One Whom
we had besought as we stepped across the threshold of his office, and quietly savored the Glory of
God as we strolled back to the car.
We stopped for a light, and a man got out of his

We are beginning to believe deeply in original sin:
their s and ours.)

Yet it wastunny--rlotouslY,hllar1oualy,hideoualy tunny! We laughed all the way backhome--at the
man, at his cruelty, at his stupidity, atour cleverness, at the success with which we had suavely
1'I1alntained the "Christian posture." And then,
though we have not talked about It, we both telt a
little dirty. Maybe the Incarnate God was truly present In that man's need and asking us fQr something
beUer than a smirk. (I started to say "More truly
human thanasmlrk. .... butIdon't know about that.

•••When we moved in with our present family,
we knew where Bunnie's mother stOOd. A few nights
beIore she had told us politely, but emphatically
that she didn't like white people--any white people.
She knew from countless experiences that they
couldn't be trusted. Until very recently, she would
not have allowed white people to stay In her home.
Though saddened, we were grateful for her honesty
and told her so. We also told her that though we
would understand if she didn't believe us, we had
begun to love her and her family deeply. ~y the
night we moved In, her reserve had almost disappeared. She was wonderfUlly hospitable to us, notwithstanding the suspicion she must sUll have felt.

Our lives In Selma are filled with ambiguity, and
in that we share with men everywhere. We are beg~Dnlng to see the world as we never saw It before.
We are truly in the world, and yet ultimately not
of It. For through the bramble bush c4 doubt and
fear and supposed success we are groping our way
to the realization that above all else, weare caned
to be saints. That Is the miSSion of the Churc!h
everywhere. And In this, Selma, Alabama Is like all
the world: It needs the life and witness of militant
Saints!
PHOTOGRAPHS BY JAMES H. PEPPLER

Vigor Tops in Mobile
MOBILE--Vlior HIcb ~ Prlchardlsthe
team to beat In this area. Tile Wolf Pack
bas 191ettermenreturnlDr,andCoacbGIen
Yancey should Improve on hlsUfetime9233-4 record.
Vlior quarterback Scott Hunter complated 75 01 142 passes last year, for 11 07
yards and 14 touchdowns. He's back for
~ore.

The big game in Mobile will pit Vigor
against Murphy on OCt. 8. Murphy's Golden Pathers have been so-so in recent
years.
Last year, Mobile County Training
School won the Negro city champlonsh1p.
But Blount High, the heaviest and roughest
team In tbe area, Is tavored this season.
Willlamson High SChool Is always

strOll(, with its strategy patterned on the
&re&tGrambllngCollege battle plans.
Central Hlih wtll be a contender, and
TrlDlty Garden, with Its razzle-dazzle
quarterback offense, should become a power to be reckoned with.
OUt In Clarke County, A.L. Martin High
of ThomasvUle looks like one of the top
teams In the state. It sbould go undefeated this year, as It did last fall.
The Harper High Tigers, from Jackson,
will be the biggest team in Clarke County.
The Clarke County Tralning School LIons will be a threat for the county championship, but the Lions from Coffeeville
probably can't matcb A.L. Martin.
In Grove Hill, Wilson Hall High School
should give Its enthusiastic fans some
bie surprises this fall.

Fall Means Football

Northern Teams Powerful
High-5( hool fllotball fortu nes may improve In Huntsville
this ,ear . But the r eally good teams, with fabulous winning
tradltion5, arp out m the surrounding counties.
HuntsVIlle IlIgh had a G-4 record last year, and should
do as well thl ~ tall. Butler and Lee could also have respectable ea'on~. It should be easy for Lee to improve, since
the Gener.!l lost all mne of theit games last year.
C.ouncill High, Huntsville's predominantly Negro school,
had a ( -3 slate las t tall, and Coach Adam Kellum is looking
tor an even better I ecord this season.
In l.!adison (ount~ , Buckhorn and Sparkman survived graduahon losses in pretty good shape.
Coach John \!eadows is crying abou t Scottsboro's chances,
but you have to I emember that he has lost only nine games
In 5ix yeal S With the ScotUes. They look like the class of
Jackson County.
rort Payne, in DE'Kalb County lost 14 lettermen, but Coach
Ve rnon Wells also has a powerful winning tradiUon--50 wins
and 14 losses in seven years.
Hussellville (Franklin County) has weight to spare, with
Steve Wallace (280 lbs.), Billy Jackson (265), Roger Lovett
(240) and :-1 ike Willis (2 15) on the line.
In Morgan Counl} , Hartselle (8-1-1 last year) and Falkville
(7-1-1) look good again. Albe rtville and Arab should be the
cla!>s ot :-larshdlL County.

BY PHILIP p. ARDERY
To lots of us, September means football.
All of a sudden, weekends bring something extra. The girls in our daydreams
wear cheerleading uniform s. When nobody's watching, we drop back into imaginary pockets, stiff-arm make-believe
linemen, and spin long, high, invisible
spirals.
At Montgomery's George Washington
Carver High, the game arrived for real
one day late last month, when 80 hopefuls
put on the pads.
"Sure as you've got any guts, we'll find
a place for you," growled coach John Fulgham, and all 80 set out to prove they belonged.
When the first day was over, the boys
had scratches, bruises and a greatfeeling
of satisfaction.
Football is taken seriously wherever it's
played. At Carver, you might think nothing
else mattered.
Last year the school was state AAA
champion, the best of the Negro teams.
This year, the boys aim to stay on top.
"Who's best in the world?" yells coach
Fulgham.
"Carverl~' chant 80 voices.
"What champs?"
"City champs, state champsI"
"Fight for it 1"
" Y hI"
ea
"Do or die 1"
"Yeahl"
And on l' t goes. People care at Carver.
The coaches work the players hard. Everybody hustles.
"
Hundreds of spectators crowd the practice field every day. Most are kids who
horse around on the sidelines, imitating

Montgomery Champs Fade
MO~TGO~!E.I , Y- - Last year Montgomery boasted both the
white and ~egl 0 state champiOns, but lean year may follow
greE'n year in the capital city.
George Was hington Carver took the Negro high school title
In 1964 by winning nine, including the championship game
against Cobb Avenue of Anniston, and tying one. The awesome
Wolverine defense held the opposition to a grand total of eight
points all rear.
Coach John Fulgham lost some of his choicest beef by graduation, but the 19G5 line is a hard-hitting group of boys, even
If it is on the !>mall side. Quick; strong offensive g>lard
Richard Gilchr 1St is just what Fulgham needs to move his
wide-open offense.
But there are other problems. Grant Lewis who blocks so
well you' d never gues::, he can throw the ball 60 yards with
accuraC) , may not return to school this yea -. Lewis quarterbacked the offensc all last season, but hasn't put on a .unlform
since.
If Fulgham has to look for new field general, Alabama will
have to look fo r a new champion.
Lanier was the best of the state's white teams last year,
winning nllle and losing only the season'sfinal to cross-town
rival Lee. Gone from the squad Is the heart of the offense, allever) thing halflMck Richmond Flowers. Gone also are 34 of his

every move of he older boys. They arrive
before practice starts, and ride away on
their bikes long after the last, lumbering
lineman has trudged of to the showers.
Pretty teen-age girls skip up to the field
late in the afternoon, after cheerleading
drills, to catch an eyeful of what they're
cheering about. Later still come the fat h ers, d resse d in wor k c I 0 th eSt T h ey drive
straight from their jobs to check on junior's progress.

clas'mate ~ .

Coach Bobb WI1'ion has a tough rebuilding job to do. By the
end of the sea <;on, he may have something to show for it. But
for a While at l ea~t , Lanier will take its llcks.
:-Uke Kal h 'lnJ 1 ete Wilson will share quarterbacking duties
for the Pod .:. Both ha\ e good arms, Sophomore halfback Jimm ~ Lowder and fullback Danny Speigner, a converted tackle,
ma\ be the surr nse!> of the running corps.
Lee !>hould field the best team In town. Whether it will be
good enough fOI a title, only ten Friday nights can tell. The
Generals are small, but they make up tor that with speed and
Then there are the stars from the past.
exper ience. Halfu.!ck Paul Scott is the only sophomore on the
Some wear their old Carver game jerseys.
50-man !,quad.
Tho se who won scholarships display their
But Let' lacks a super-star. Right now, Tommy Traylor,
college sweatshirts--Arkansas A&M,KenRalph Hamn and Buddy McC linton are taking turns at the quarterback slot. l! coach Tom Jones can't decide among the threeboys, you know he's not too excited by any one of them. .,

Cox, Weeks Sparkle

"How's it gOing, Bill 1 We sure miss you
at that linebacker slot," a coach says to
a former great.
Out on the field, boys are fighting to
win Bill's position. Many are rookies,
ninth and tenth graders, just trying to stick
on a championship team. They learn from
the ones who know how .
"Watch Gilchrist, he'll show you some
blocking," saysthecoach,pointingtoatall,
muscular boy. Thirty wide-eyed faces turn
in unison as Gilchrist slams into the dummy, his back so flat you could set a table
for six on it.
"Watoh that -legwork," says the coach.
"See, short, choppy steps."
The young one s line up, six in a row, and
charge toward the dummies. The boys
holding them tense their muscles. There's
a thud, then a squoosh, as shoulder and cotton stuffing settle into contact.
"Keep those legs driving. Short, choppy
steps. Keep 'em driving, baby," shouts
the coach. "OK, give me six more."
Not every team is grooming for a championship. Fewer yet have a chance of winning one. But the sights and sounds offootball at Carver are being echoed right now
all over the state.
This fall 35,000 boys across Alabama
are knocking heads for the glory of their
high schools.
Both the white and the Negro athletic associations rate their schools according
to enrollment. For instance, a high school
with fewer than 150 students gets an "A"
'
ra t mg,
one WI·th 150 t 0 250 S t U d en t s "AA"
and so on.

If an "A" school beats all its" A" competition, you know it's a good ball club. no
matter what it does against" AA" and
"AAA" team s .
Negro "AAA" schools have a playoff at
the end of the regular season between the
top team in the North and the top in the
South to determine a state champion. Last
year Carver beat Cobb A venue (Anniston),
32 to 0, for the title.
The white teams have no playoffs. Several newspapers in the state name a
champion at the end of November. Mont' L
.
H' h
h ' hI tl t
gomery S anler Ig, W lC os as year
only to cross-town rival Lee, w~s the 1964
choice of most of the experts.
h
What about t is year? No one knows.
That's what makes the next three months

BlRMlNGHAM--West End and Banks will fight It out for top
honors in Birmingham's Big SIx. West End's RiCky Cox, a 190lb. right halfback, is the fastest back in the city. Guard Allan
Girardeau Is Banks' star.
In the Jefferson County Athletic Association, Birmingham's
five Negro schools wUl be hard pressed by their suburban neighbors. In the city, Western and Carver should figbt It out for top
rating.
However, the outstanding Negro player in the area belongs to
Carver High of Bessemer. He Is Marvin Weeks, a quarterback
who completed 12 of 15 passes last year tor nve touchdowns,
Westfield, last year's JCAA kings, and Carver of Bessemer
are the favorites for the T.B. Bowl on Thanksgiving, the battle
tor the Negro championship.
~

Abrams High, under new coach Ode Brown, may pull a big
surprise. Stars are triple-threat halfback Larry Bell and giant
tackle Arthur May. But Brown says his youthful squad may be a
year away.
Brighton has 60 football candidates, but only 15 returnees,
Guard Bernard Matthews and end Rome Hallarethe standouts.
Hooper City Is on the way up, says Coach Heywood Jones. End
Leonard Fritz and quarterback Johnny Whitten excel.
Among Jefferson County white high schools, West Jefferson
has no quantity (only 18 squad members) but plenty of quality,
especially big fullback Ken Buzbee.
McAdory has 13 front-liners back,wh1leE.B.Erwlnot Center
Point wll field two platoons in its first full season. Bessemer
High has 21 lettermen, led by two speedsters, big Bobby LaFrance and little Larry Kimbrell.

Parrish Looks Good
SELMA-Parrish High of Selma has nine men back from
last year's rugged 7-3 squad. Parrish could be as good, or
better, In 1965.
one player said Parrish had "a lot of good backs. That's
our strongest poinl."
Among the good backs are oUenslve halfback wayne Vardaman, halfback Scotty LOOney, quarterback Neal Clary, tullback
Marvin Jones and hard-running sophomore Charles Pauley,
Hud/ion High, Selma's Negro school, may have a tough season ahead. Several of last year's stars did not return, and theteam will have to go with an inexperienced lineup.
In south Alabama, Dothan looks good among the white schools.
Fourteen lettermen return from lasUall'sfine9-l Eagle squad.
Henderson High of Troy, Moundville in Hale County,Demopolis,
and the Luverne Tigers wlll also be tough.
Hayneville is working ona 25-game winning streak, and Linden Is undefeated in 32 contests.
Among the Negro schools, Carver of Eutaw may equal last
year's performance, when the Steers tied one game and won all
the rest. George Roscoe, who plays tackle and fullback, and tUllback Johnny Young shouldslar for Carver.
The Hale County Training School Trojans, with a young squad,
are aiming for a .500 season.
John Robert Barber, a left end, should lead Luverne's Woodford Avenue Hightoa good season. Quarterback Charlie street
Is described as "a smart guy, uses a great deal of strategy-kind ot a fast guy."
Demopolls' Blue Devils could go undefeated, but they'll have
a hard time getting past Hudson High in their first game.
The Blue Devils have a transportation problem, since they

private
U tbey
get to
games. tbeY'll win
~;~:C:k~y;S~~~t~e~a~n.d~o~t~h~e~r~s:.~~~~~~~~~~~w~o~r~th~f~i~g~h~t:in.g~f~o~r~.~~~~~~~::::~~~t~~~~~~~~eto~~~k~~in
Reeltown, South Girard Lead East
East Alabama Is loaded with good teams
and great players.
Little Reeltown, for Instance, bas two
All-Staters in Tommy Dillard, a halfback,
and Lamar Griggs, who plays linebacker,
end and fullback.
In one game last year, Dlllard pined 317
yards rushing and scored five toucbdowns.
On the season, he had 18 TO's.
There is a great wtnnlng tradition at Lanett, but the Pan~rs sUpped to a 6-4 record last year. They have a great one-two
puncb in Larry Tomlin and Kenny smith.
Opellka's Bulldogs hope to Improve on
their 7-3 slate of 1964. George Wallace 01
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Clayton, also 7-31ast year, may have trouble going any higher.
other tough ones are Auburn, Woodland
and Smith's station, to name just a few.
Buddy Lott of Smith's station, a center,
Is one ~ the state's best linemen.
South Girard of Phenix City looks like
the best among the Negro schools. South
Girard bas plenty of tough competition,
though.
Tuskegee High, Lanter ot Lanett, Darden 01. Opelika and Drake of Auburn should
all field high-class teams.
Mount Olive, In Seale, also looks goad
this season.
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PAGE SIX

Community Reporta
Birmingham
BIRMINGHAM--A raveDOUsflre tore out
the heart of Birmingham'S rallroadwarehouse district Aug. 26.
IDvesUgators believe the fire was delIverately set,
'
.
Fire Chief John SWindle was amOng 21
tlretlghten Injured during the blaze.
Firemen said the flames .. roared Illes
a freight tr aln"ln minutes thrOUihablocklong cluster of old warehouses. Then the
fire leaped an alley and attacked buildings
on Morris Avenue, one blocktrom the center of the city.
Gasoline was Ignited 10 two or three
places, Investigators believe.
More than 300 firemen poured hundreds
of thousands at tons 01 water 01\ the fire.
The blaze began In the vacant L&N storage house on Railroad Avenue at2:45 p.m.
Two hours later It was under control,
but tlremen worked untll late In the night.
Thousands ot spectator s watched from
behind police lines and from tall bUildings.
The heat downtown jumped trom 92 degrees to well over 100 In minutes.
Sounds of buildings cracking and then
falling mingled with sirens. At least 20
automobiles were abandoned to the flames.
In adjoining railroad yards, engines
scuttled In and out, hauling long strings
of freight and tank cars to safety. Blrmlngham's air usually rated as the equl_
valent of four ~acks of Cigarettes per day,
stayed smoky for hours.
Swindle sad the fire produced more
flames than any other In the city's hls-

Greensboro

BY O.B. GREEN
GREENSBORO--A white man's car hit
a two-year-old girl Monday on Ward Street
in Greensboro.
One young Negro boy said that the man
ran him Into a ditch on the same street.
The man was driving at a high rate of
speed and appUed the brakes approximately 20 yards before he hit the child.
The mother came out of the house and
grabbed the child In her arms. She toolc
her back Into the house.
According to witnesses, the man said,
"That nigger ain't hurt," smiled, and
drove ofl.
The child had several skinned places on
her arms and legs and oneblgbrutse 00 her
forehead.
One neighbor of the Negro woman said
that she saw the man, but she couldn't
identify him because It all happened so
fast. Witnesses said the car was a 1964
Chevrolet. They gave police the license
number.
But police later said the license number
belonged to a 1956 Ford statlonwlllOll,oot
a Chevrolet,

Problems in Lowndes County

Grove Hill

BY CURTIS HOUSE
tory.
GROVE HILL--On Aug. 16, about 300
And for a While, Birmingham residents Nerroes went to Grove Hill to register.
completely forgot about their usual topic
The office opened at 9 a.m. and closed
of cOilversation. Negroes and whites work- at 3 p.m. There were only 107 rerlstered.
ed together In trying to rescue property
At 3 p.m. the sherlft told the Negroes
from the path of the fire. ('rhere are no that It was Ume to close. He Wd they
Negro firemen.)
should go hotne or somewhere else, but
A little boy In a red lcnlt shirt said, leave the courthouse.
"This Is the biggest thing that's happened
The Negroes retused to leave. The shersince they turned the hoses on those
1ft told told the Negroes to go on home and
people."
come back next month,
John Davis, one of the civil rights leaders said, "stay where you are." The:Segroes stayed.
BY KITTY PAYNE
The sherUf arrested Davis for disorOPELIKA--Slxty-slx people were ar- derly conduct and put him under a $200
rested In opellka Wednesday afternooo bond.
for "paradlng without a permit" as they
Atter hearing of Davis' arrest, the
began a march to the county courthouse people who were there decided they
to demand more voter registraUon days wouldn't leave without him. They filed inIn Lee County. The march was sponsored to the courthouse and telephoned the sheby the Auburn Freedom League and the rltt that they didn't want "Southern jusTuskegee Institute Advancement League. Uce" here.
The people refused to leave until they
Mrs. Willie Jackson was sadly disappointed Aug. 23, when she was retused were threatened with tear gas. Even after
the right to register as a voter at the Lee that, some retused to leave and had to be
shoved.
County Courthouse In OpeiLka.
More than 100 lingered around the courtGray-haired Mrs. Jackson explained
house,
staging a light demonstraton until
. that she was turned away because she was
unsure of the exact year that she was born, Davis was released.

Opelika

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)
sldent of the Dallas county Voters Leacue.
In DemopoUs, DeWitt sald, the blgcest
problem In getting the number of students
required for the schools was "a general
apathy In the white communIty."
"Back In June," he said, "there was a
lot of Interest In such a school, but the
sentiment Is a little bit dormant right
now."
In Marlon, where Marlon Academy wlll
be starting on schedule, fewer students
have enrolled than the directors had hoped.
The problem, according to L,G. Walker,
county superintendent of public
schools, has been "a widespread belief In
the com munlty that the school Is just not
practical trom a financial standpoint."
The difficulties in establlshing a private school In Lowndes County have been
sUghtly different, according to Ray D.
Bass, president of the school foundation.
"We just don't know how many parents
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The SOUTHERN COURIER is an independent newspaper.
Our only responsibility is to our readers, the people of
Alabama. And our chief concern is the crucial problems
that confront Alabamians. We hope to provide accurate
information about these problems, and to supply a means
of communication for the people who are trying to solve
them.
The SOUTHERN COURIER is independent of its advertisers, of pOliticians, of dogma, and of any particular
group or organization. We will point out merits and demerits wherever we find them, treating whites and
Negroes alike.
There are certain basic principles in which this newspaper believes. We believe that all men are entitled to
the equal protection of the laws and to equal justice in the
courts. We believe that all men are entitled to equal educational opportunities. We believe that the interests of
all people are best served by a democratic system of
government--and this means that all men, regardless of
race, color, or creed, are entitled to the right to vote.
With these principles in mind, the SOUTHERN COURIER
cannot ignore the fact that most of Alabama's Negroes
are denied these basic equalities. Therefore we will
publish information to help erase the injustices of segregation and prejudice.
Another major problem that Alabamians face is the
change from a rural to an industrial economy. Such a
change is painful, especially for those citizens who are
forced to leave the land but cannot find their rightful
place in the offices and factories of the cities. This, too
is a problem which the SOUTHE.RN COURIER will
examine.
Education and politics are also under new pressures
in Alabama. While the state is trying to expand and improve its school system, only 101 Alabama Negroes attend
school with whites. In pOlitics, the state is beginning to
show signs of two-party activity. This change also deserves our attention.
While the SOUTHERN COURIER tries to fulfill its
responsibilities to its readers, we hope that you, the
reader, will feel a responsibility towards us. This is a
new paper. experimental in many ways. And P&rt of the
experiment is to create a newspaper that responds to the
needs of ritSjreaders.
.If you have ideas and criticisms that will help us produce a better paper, by all means write us a letter or
tell your suggestion to your local SOUTHERN COURIER
reporter or representative. If you know of a story that
should be reported,let us know about it. Our only purpose
is to serve you, and only you can tell us if we're doing
the job.
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are Interested," Bass sald, "because we
are all Waiting to find out how extensive integration at the public schools wlll be. II
In Lowndes County, l1ke In other counties, the private school has had very little
help In Its plans from the county public
school board.
Said Mrs. Hulda Coleman, Lowndes
County superintendent of educ ad ~n :
"They have their llttle red wagon to pull,
and I have mine."

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE TWO)
mined-looking Women for Constitutional
Goverrunent and men representing various
rightist organizations.
The "Liberty Amendment" Is an emotional resolution that seeks repeal 01 the
federal Income tax, among other things.
Most ot the senators knew the amendalthough she knew that her birthday falls
meat was ridiculous. senator George Hawon Aug. 20, and that she Is about 76 years '
kins, of Etowah County, said the amendold.
BY PATT DAVIS
ment favored "destroying your country."
M~ION--Many Negroes started shopAlmost 100 other Lee County citizens
"You are not going to give In to this. I
registered to vote Aug. 23, but 39 were ping this week at Goldblatt's dry goods think you have more integrity," he said.
waiting In line when the registrars closed store and the Yellow Front grocery store
But the HOllse had" given In" and passed
the office at 4 p.m.
for the first time since last February.
the resolution by a voice vote, and the moMarlon Negroes had been boycotting tion to bring the Liberty Amendment to the
these stores, as well as most of the other Senate floor passed by a strong majorlty.
white-owned stores In town,' because they
If a vote on the resolution had been redid not hire Negroes or did not pay Negro corded, It would have passed the Senate.
F AIRHOPE--About 30 parents met In the employes the minimum wage.
TWin Beach Baptist Church bere Monday to
But Lt. Gov. James B. Allen decreed an
Last week Goldblatt's hired a Negr.o
end to a mld-morn1ng fUlbuster over the
plan a protest against Baldwin County's clerk.
method of desegregation In the publlc
The manager of the Yellow Front gro- resolution and postponed discussion unW
schools.
cery store agreed to hire three Negroes-- 7 p.m.
By that time a behind-the-scenes agreeThe superintendent 01 schools sent a let- two to start work at the beginning of this
ter to pare:lts with children In the firs t week and a third to start as a stock clerk a ment had been made, and the amendment
through fourth grade, tellinr them that week later.
was quickly killed In a voice vote. Since
their children could attend any elementary
, He agreed to pay them $1.25 and hour and It was a voice vote, nobody knows how anybody voted.
school In the county.
time-and-a-halt for overtime.
Senator Hawkins said he was indignant
The trouble was, the letter dldn't arrive
Negro leaders said the boycott would
unW two days -before school started. continue against the other white-owned that conservative smear newspapers
One man said that a few selected Negro stores In Marlon untu they, too, hire Ne- "could intimidate this august body." But
famll1es had received their letters many groes In jobs that rate at least the. mtnl- It no one had thought 01 the voice vote,
days before everybody else. "We've got mum wage.
that's exactly what woUld have happened.
too many Uncle Toms over here, and
Employer. Wan' E%perience
everybody here lcnows It," he added.
J.L. LeFlore of Mobile said, "Il'squtte
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE)
clear tous that the board dld not act In good ter jobs In large numbers unt11 they begin
faith." And then he explained the legal "creating jobs for themselves" by owning BARBER AND BEAUTY SHOP
steps that Baldwin County parents might and operating their own businesses and
216 Monroe Street
take. The parents agreed, and legal pro- factories.
Montgomery, Alabama
ceedings aplnst the school board are beThen, he said, they can get the experlMOST
STYLISH HAlll CARE
~.
.ace DeCessary to work for anybody ~
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Patter~on

An Admirable
Netv Newspaper
A group of college students led by
Harvard's Peter Cummings came South this
summer to put out a weekly newspaper (at 68
Electric Ave. NW. Atlanta). They brought a hard discipline instead
of easy conclusions and so their first issue of The Southern
Courier will bore and disappoint those conditioned readers who
tnke their rivil righls nourishmpnt from hallelujah pamphlets
01' hate sheels .
Bul their beginning Is both admirable and remarkable. They
actually are trying to see the racial revolution whole. They are
writing it dispassionately and well . They are not trying to thread
up a magazine or televi sion slory line, or race newspapers to the
stereotyped cri s('s. Th t' ~' arp simply moving arounci , primarily
in AlalJamit . and writing down what Ihey set'.
They hilve il good rar. .. 'T!'ar out a sheet of paper from
this book. Anni!'.' I said a I"Oling registrar in Margeno County I.
"The 'Annie' made h,'r glance II p quickly. She started to
speitk but ('hanged hpr mind . The registration went slowly on."
They Ipt Ihesc Ihings fall naturally into their stories, as
nitturally as any Southerner \I"ho is used to it. "Sheriff T, Wilmer
Shields lldmiUed using lear gas on his prisonrrs I inside the
Linden , Ala ., jaill . 't only u~ed one or Iwo squirts - just enough
for them to raise hell about it,' thl~ sheriff said."
They withhold judgmenL~ and leave it 10 readers to hav~
their own feelings about Ihe Lord's Day scene ouL~ide the Bapl h:t
church in Tuskegee " On ,July 4, Miss Altonia Baker, 20. was
slapped a numbl'r of limes by a woman from the ron!{fegation"
with whom she had tried 10 worship.
There was 1.I1t" quote from an rlderly :\egro, Mi ~s .Julia Knoll ,
aflel' a collon·dusting airplane sprayed civil rights demonstrators
slanding in frr.nt of Ihe Firsl Baptist Church in Eutaw, Ala . The
spray burned her ~ kin · 'real biller," she said.
Such scenfla"lilre reported incidentally. 'fhose who see nothirlt:
new s worth~' aboul thi~ way of life can read right over Ihem
because th{'y aren 't pointed up by accusing fingers. These kids are
tiimply reporllllg.
Anu J)avid H. Underhill'~ rcport on the sirike of cotlon
<:hopper~ in Ihe :\ti ~sissippi Delta is perhaps Ihe best balancl'd
Uling yet written about it. He knows Ihat ewn j[ the i\cgnws
"in the strikt"! they 1\ ill, "in the long run, probably be nn brlttr
off. " Machines an' replacing Ulem anyway.
Hul tht" plallter~ don't like the suddenness of Ihe (h<Jll~I' . .. :\
unll'lI and SUa per hour wOllld lurn the planlation~ inlo larm"
Ihe busses rnto ~mplf)~'ers , and the darkies into independenl men ."
:\nd mo~ 1 of thl' \('l!roell hesitale " becau.~e Ih~y , like Ihl' planlt'rs,
II!'!' affa id tn I" ' e their \\3V of lile .. , It shelters th('m frlll11
n'~pon~ ibill1lt's Ihill mdepcrident men must lIt'cepl .
. It I I '"
~f( · urt' !JOl"rrl\' ... :\ union . . . is asking them to Idke the Ih k 01
"<'Ing frt'e m(,Il . "

